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one son th t survived him - O~ahaxn -- Theophilus had a large fariily,

After somewhat of a digression,, I resume the notice of Sarah

Davenport arsons — t e first three pages of these 1 emoranda brought

us to t e cle’~e of 1791: w~en the family of Nad.am Parsons in }3oston was

separated. But during the residence of Sarah with her grandmother,

she freauently visited the fanily- of her Uncle Theophilus at Newbury-

port and occasionally spent some months there, 1~Jhile on one of these

visits a cir~-uristance occurred which I cannot al1ow to pass ur.recorled.

My first arrival at that place w: en i. entered the office of ~ r.

Parsons as a law st~dent, hap-,ened I think on the 26 Jany. and it had

been reviously arranged that I shoul’i boar-i in 1—is faxiily. ~y father

accomoanied me, we arrived ~t t~e house sometime after sunset, when

the following somewhat ariusing as well as little embarrassing irci-Ient

took olace. :~l ~•“~

The candlec had not yet been bro”ght in, the twilipht was fast

advancing, and ~rs. arsons i~as at that time occupied in another part

of the house, When we entered the parlor, a lady was standing there

to welcome us. I~r father, very naturally sup oem her to e ‘rs,

• arsons, ore~ente’i me to her, remarking that he was 1.appy to be

allowed the priviler~e of introducing his son as a ~aerrber of her

fardly, and that, he took the liberty of committing him wit entire

conui ence to •er personal care and guardiarship.

The lady proved to be the daughter of ~‘oses parsons of ‘averhill,

and then resiling in her uncle1s family. But of course was not then

prepared to acce-,t t -e charge so confidingly tendered to her. L~jhethrr

this mci-lent, w ic was sometimes soortivelv a].luç~ed to in the farfl ,

~ v r~jz ~,n. c-,r in in1~ci-~~ L~r to ~ i~is. re~5tDr:s ill j

b l-.ter perio4, 3 have no ne~rs of positively deci-ling. i3ut it

~~ ~
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di I in fs ct so happen, t .at when a personal offer of himself u~s some

years afterwards made to her, the trust was riot declined, and she

then consented to nnjte~erdestinywithhis.

In the autumn of 1792 the town of Doston authorized a general

inoculation of t:ie s~allDOx, and great numbers of .:he people LrOPI

‘jiff ~nt parts of the state availel t~iselves of the oDportunity to

take the disorder. Aniong others were the family of ITr. Parsons. He

~‘ and his wife with their four ol iest chil~~ren ~who had never had the

disease, ~entto Loston and resided thro the month of Set. in the

family with his mother.. Not havina had the smallpox myself, I

- !.

aCcor~12anied then to Toston for the purpose of takin it, and t~ o not

living with then, held daily intercourse with t’ en for about ~ ~eek~,

d ring which time I -ecane q’~ite intimate wit~ the f~r’.ily. Sara~ was
~ ~C’ ~

then living with her giaiidriother. -~ ~

Thñe sile-~tly passed on and two raoid fears but little varied t~ie

monotonpus life of the inmates at South ~‘t. ~ut a c’ an-te then came.
—.5 .‘—. ~. -S~

The death of Varlam Parsons clo~ed the scene with the close of the
-. -•~-:.--:--~-‘--

year l79i~.
‘~a-~ .~:.. ~. ~

It now became necessary for ara~i to seek arLot:Ler home, an-i

Providence very ~n-1ly opened an inviting door in the house of her

Uncle Theophilus at r wbury~ort, to whi& she re aired sho-’tly after

her gr~n±~ot~er’s ‘~ccease. che continuelto be a welcome ~ren er of

his f ~ ~:xc ‘~t on ~‘-me few ocrasio’~a1 visits, in’ t e sane ~f ars,

Tharin~ the simr’o”t, car~ an affec~ion of her Fnrl-~ and Alrnt, and

the love of ~i3 children till her marri~ge, and in fact tiil 3 months

after~ that ~ In :‘eturn for w. icn’ ~ ‘ievote~ for five ye~s, her

t170 — ‘VICS: •CD L ~ 1~LIC.~ J’ S’CJf~.:n’S Of t~’~’ ~ Dfl

several OCCaS±OflS having ths s~pei~ision and ~oanagement of all the



domestic concerns. The ooli~ tion~ an- ocrie2its rrntually resultiw’

fr3m that connexion, may perhaps be fairly estimated ar bal~nced

on both sides. ~t any rate, bat. I Lelieve were satisfied; and

certainly a very sincere- and uninterrupted attachment and inter

course between the fanilies was always maintaIned throughout the

whole of her life. ~ •••~ .~ ., g~J.~.i;:.y

From t~e close of. the year l79J~~,. the hopes and the happenings

both of List’ arsons arid rn,self i~ere clo3ely interwoven. The term

of my clecksni. expired tne last of Jany., but as -no courç. was to

be hal en till k-ril, for t~ie Count of !ssex, I reriained in the

office two months ion ~.r. The delay however, cau~ed no ree,ret Ofl

~y part;— and ~,er~aps tr’e interx~ediate weeks were not on that a/c

ren ~ere I CUV the more wearisOme to her. On toe 1st tun iy in April

at t e Court of C:on Pleas in Ipswich, I was adx:dttect a nembor

of tA:e Iassacbus€tts Ear. 1 ~:ent in-nediately to Poston a~d shortly

afterwards there opened an office. Put an incident which occ~ ri-ed

about this ti.rie, l79~, denands a full an-i distinct notice, es~ecia1ly

as it threatened for a while to givc a new shape and direction to

the destiny of each of us. It is said that tro c ~rrent of true

love can never flow siroothly on to the cansu~mation of its hopes;

but must sooner or l~.ter be agitated or impeded i.~y sor~ie inausp~.cious

flaw of mind~ or hid~ien self, arid our ca~c p~avci to be no exception

to he rule.

.Ln t .~ early p~.rt oi cm thai yar, 1795 there w s to ~

an ordination ~t Haverhill; and it was arranged that I-li’. Parsons’s

family, ~ so~.ie ol’ li-s. rsons~s si.;ters, the Creenleafs, should
.~ :~.C..:c’:1 holly — cr~.:.:..1n..;s to~h 05 “~~~.o:1 01 rac’

1: .. . ..- S



I know not. ut so it was that in an evil hour, I invited Jane- ~oc.

Greenleaf to accompany me in my chaise, ani left Miss Parsons to -~• -.

get a seat with her Tmncle~~ Thndly as he~t s e might. The ~rty

I think .:erc entertained that day at t ~e hospitable mansion of
- - 2..

Bartlett, the High Sheriff of the County. Whther I

ab:;ent~-d i~Ly3elf from the dinner table frorria guilty consciousness

or from a feeling of unworthiness, I cannot well now decile; but

iVpresent conviction is quite strong that I was not one of the

company; of this at 1, ast,I a~. f”ily certain, that I did not

deserve to be one.
-• .- •~- — .-

e returned to Newburyport, and after escorting Miss Gree~leaf
. ~. ‘.. . . . . • • .~ —

to her father’s, I ealled in the evening to see my betrothed. It may

be presiiricd that he interview WaS short. ~er corn~enance was placid,

and she barely received me with a chilling and heart-uithering. ~

recognition. Th re was no crirtination — not a comnlaint even~not

an ur.kirid or hast7 word er’caoed her lips — not a feature.o~ ~er face

betra en the s1ig~ test tIn~e of an ar..’ry eriotion. But she would

listen to o excuse, couli be moved neither by confession nor entreaty,

and I soon felt hat every attempt to apologize only ex~snerated the

bitterness of the insult. After a brief interview, with a decision

adnitting neither doubt nor delay she bade r~a a final farewell. i’o

pen can ~scril e t~e feelin~s, I endured for several succeeding days,—

the orld was all a blank — and changing only a word in the stanza of

a t en i~vorite s ~, I a.lonted entirely its serit~•ert am d fully

realized its force.

‘I arjuandered all my treas~re’
5 -C - -. V irs ~

I~!. •:.:i.-1 ‘:L;L~ fl’&
tlhe oar;sing tiir~e the while..”



The next day I returned to oston, but with little relish eWier for

love or L-Lw. Uhat wa~ the cause or notive for this wanton 1 ceration

of an affectionate heart, t:Is cruel att ck pon ‘the peace and hap-iness

of her, whom I best loved, or the gratuitous self-infliction of uninitti—

gated evil on myself, did at the time :~nd for ~ore t~nan half ~ century

since has s~rp~ssed all ny reasoning to exolain or fully even to com

prehend. Heaven is j witness that nothing could have ternoted me —

willin ly or consciously to have caused her the all htest momentary

pang. Yet here was an unprovoked outra ‘e, not rierel’/ against the common

courtesies of social. lIfe. But a~ ~arently a prerieditated affront ~

the temdorest sensibilities of the human heart. ‘hat could have ~ro—

duced it, tut utter m~dness or folly —-.

The most pla~’si’-1e — t’~o still perhaps not entirely satisfactory

explanation of the affcir may oos~i’oly be fouril in a somewhat pecnliar

trait of ~j mind and char.cter. A norbiI and Iemres~ing sensitiveness

)~ag al~a7s marked my feelings, but ~t th-~t ~eriod of my life doubtlLss

acted with greater intensity than in later years. And in addition to

this, I have never .een able at any time wholly to escaoe from the

wit ering influence of a strong, tho sonew..~’t singular, oroclivity to

self~deDreciatlOfl, and a tenie~~cy, at 1ea~t, to r~a~nify, if not riulti ly

imj actual deficiences. This shrinking sensation h-’s atten3ed me thro

life — and tho it ma! sometimes have been productive of goal, yet,

havin so often ~ecome its victim, I have rio dou’ t ~hat on the ~ihole,

it has proved baneful and diz~istrous.

e or’er~..tion of this peculiar temo’rarient m ~.y h ye had a very con

~idera in enci in ~: ~nn’~ ‘iy con luct on that re~orable 0CC r’ion; tho

I might not at the time have been in any degree corn~eiou oi its
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influence. The idea of pre~enting ~self before so -ublic an

a5 ‘e~ lage — and in sucn a new att~ tude and C. aracter, ~ind of

attractin~ nrob~bly the ~r..flo7iflg notice of ‘~ome, or of exciting the

unkind — or sarcastic r~-iarks of others, tic •-iread of violating some

prescribed punctilio .~ or of as~”ming some false ,osition — the a~’~re

hen~ion of rakinc? myself in some way ridicr’lous or contemptille, ard

of subjectin to mortificatIon and perhaps disgrace, her, whorit in

truth I rio’t desired to propitiate arid honor — th se ani many other

absurd and idle fancies of~a~&Lsorde~ed iriagination, might have taken

entire pos e~’ ion of me; ~n~1 instead of reni.erinE me rirnply ludicrous,
t.~r

as I fearcd, critically transfo~”ied~ie into a se]f-cc’eated brute.
•;~;‘~. 3.

~‘uch naj have been t~é6ri.-in and ‘~ro~ress of the mistakes and
: ~. ~ :.. ‘ ~ ~

errors of t-~ t luckless da. -.

That t e se’)aration, whatever might have been its causes had been but

too s’irely and c~adlj accomnlished - and still more — it had Leen pro-.

nounced final by her — who alone had the oower to reverse the decision —

and as such had been, however reluctant].r, su~mited to by !~self, nothin

of cour~e re~aincd cut to bear the evil which coild not ~‘e removed.———

ronths pas~.ed a~:ay —— I s~w her not — ani ~e~rce1y heard her name, unless

when uttere~ by r.i~r3clf in moments of lonely isolation.

~y interco”rse wit the ?a’sons families, however, was not broken

off — tho v ~ry naturally less freq~ent and familiar. They cont nued to

treat r~ w• th c~vilit r ani a~arent (and I doubt not) ~i ncere kizr1nes~.

To.rar~s th do-c of thD y ar liSS rarsons visited her uncle William’s

f~ilT IL - o-ton. As I had oLtained some premonition of the event, I

so . re l~~ted my movonents and conduct as tä esca~e the dan~er of die—

composing the leelings — or iistur~ing tiie ha~iness of either herself
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or her friends. -~ .-- -

I will now revert for a moment to my own business affairs —

after leaving Newbu.rypOrt in April 17”5. I .ent to Hndlcy and
-~

spent nearly two months. At the general ~le etion in ay I again

returned to Boston to enter upon my profession. In Juno I hired

an office — by ‘ra~r of experiment in what was then c&lled North End.,

some few rods below the Mill Bridge, on the aet side of which was

then iddle St., now I believe Fanover St., and. boarded for six or

eight weeks with John Russell, a brother of Ben Bu~sell. John was

then one of the publishers of the Boston Commercial Gazette, and

lived on the east side of Congress St. 3 o~ )4 rods north of Water St.

After a few mc~uths trial, I think without having a single client, I

quit that office, and engaged one on Perrberton Hill in Scollay’s

Buildings. Early in t~u.~u.st I took a journey to Berwicc, in the then

Dietr~&~. of ).~aine, with a view to a new location of myself. But the

prospect was not flattering. From Aug. to the close of the year I

boarded with iii. orrill, on the t~e~t~ Side of Jnion St.. near the

Boston S~ore~ I ~~ien went to Mrs. ~c~Neil’s, in Feder~il St., two

doors South of Round Lane; where I re-iaiued a boarder till April

1799, when I relinquished the profess1on. If Providence had ever

intended that I should be a Lawyer, it would have furnished u-s with

the qualities requisite for that purpose, and witn fewer of those

calculated so entirely to defeat it. My fees in the four years

scarcely paid. my expenses.

The Spring of 1796 waS now far advanced and nearly a year had.

elapsed since the separation between iss arsons and myself had
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taken place. But had all ry hope3 cued, out at these rnath~

had slowly oassed. away? Prooably not -—. ~here ~as ho~ver~but

very little foundation that could anywhere be discovered ~r ‘them
~.: ~

to rest upon.

Thiring this period various rw’ors had been floating abou;,

~ihich had occasionally at my ears, but which could afford me but

small ancourage’ ant if an~r such hope had survived~. It was said

that Mr. ~aa~ — a. lawyer from the interior of New Hamushire —

had made advances towards her affections. Also that a gentleman

from Boston ~. _________ vtho bad two or three years before made

her an offer of his h~M, w_ich I was aware had then been

declined, had recently renewed the offer with hopes of better

SUCCeSS —— and fui’ther that Mr. _______ another Boston gentlaman,

an officer in the .avy, .~ad made proposals of marriage to her —

(tho I am not quite certain at this late day that the last named

offer was not m~le a rear or t~o after this time.)

There had been witnoiat doubt a latent hope lurking about the

recesses of th~ heart, the etistence of which, I had scarcely

dared to c’aowlcdge even to rryself, but which had. in some degree

influenced r~ feeliLgs and conduct during the whole of this period

of our ee’~aratiDn. This state of shadowy doubt and unlefined hope

b~ d now become quite irksoioe and somewhat perolexing, and I at once

resolved to make a final effort, either to restore myself to her

forfeited favor or or~ the other hand to e~isu-re the extinction of

all my hooes by a ____ — and what in this case would Inevitably

t~rove to b~ — c~i~
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In W~r 1796 ~ny fati:er w~s chosen Representative for hadley,

and ~ mother accompanied him to boston. ~be was then desirous

of vinitin~ her early fr~i~nd, Mrs. S~ri~ — (the wifa of i~Lev. !Jr.

Spring of ilewburyport, and daughter in Law of the Rev. Sami.

Uop~ins of ~adley), whom she bad not seen for many years. As my

law business wai~ not. pressizi~, I took my father’s horse end chaise —

early in June and carried her to iJewburyport. .hilo there I

availed ~ryself of the ooportunity to solicit the favor of one more

interview ~itn ~ iss Parsons. .~he request was not refused. The

interview was less bri~f than ou-r last one, t~_o it seemed to me but

a fleetiug Loment, — yet it Was 1on~ enough to restore end confirm

the confidence wi~icn Ihad so foolianly forfeited, and to obliterate

many unwelcome me~nories of a sad and sorro~fu1 year. I returned to

Boston with a lighter heart than I had bor11~ for n’any a lingering

month. }T~t long after this .4ss Parsons visited her Ai..uit Mary

!rs. Jo~n Gray — and a-,ain the following winter, w icu she s-ent with

her .~mt 3ray till n~r death, wi~ich too’~ place eb. 17,7. ~ha tiieu

returned to Ne~uryport and c~ntinned to be a member of bar Uncle

Theophilus’ family tifl h~r marriage.

In the month of 2e . 179S she accomoanied me on a visit to my

father’s family ~.n iladley rhero we s~eat four weeks ~nc1 the last of
—

which was saddened by the death and funeral of my gr-~ndrnother orter,

which took place early in Oct. .aviag in the following ~inter con

cluded to relincuish t~e 1e~al profa~sion, I closed n-j office and

business on the 1~ ri~l~r~nd re~oved to .adley, wusre I w~s

occupied till laLe in La a~t-~u~ eup€rintending the a1ter~tioms and

rep~irs of my father’s home to render it con7enient for t Ae accommo—
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dation of two families, as I rooo~ed bringing ~ wife there in the

ensx~ing spring. ~ -:~:i~;; -

The wedding day wa~~ at le’gth named; an-i. on ~‘e1nesday tie ~.st

of Jany. 1800, and in the farily of Theonhilus afSOfl~’ sq. in

Newbury-oort, my long desired tho ion delayed, union, ~.dth Sarah~-~,

Davenport Parsons, was indisolubly, and surely on ny oart, most joy—~~v

fully ratified an1 confirmed,

The ceremony was performed by the joint services of ev, Mr.

Gary and ~ev. ~r. Andrews — the associate ministers of the fi’st

society in that town. ~Ir, Gary pronounce-i the marriage fo mula.

The distance was such that none of my family were able to he

prosen~, except rr~ sister ctsey, who acco~ranied me. Nearly all

~arah’s relations atten-led an~1 many of her friends, Rr. a& ~rs.

Hitchcock, th~n living at irinfield, at w~ ose house we passed a

night on our journey down, sent by me to Hrs, )arsons, a fine haunch

of v nison w ich he c~ance~ to have on hand as p weddir~ oreser.t.

Ani ivhat greatly enhanced th~ favor — He - having forgotten to

~iention his de~i~n before o~ir de~art ‘re — fol1oi~ed us n any six wdles

on a very cold freezing morning in midwinter in order to ovcrt~ke us

with his fo’~ otten present.

Then after a lapse of eight years, the Lady, who had so long

before be€n tyoica11~, if not pro~~hetica1ly, constituted n~’ tutelary

guide and “roteet~ess — had now vol1n arily assume~I the tr~ist — had

b. en duly investei wit~i all its attrib”tes — i~.r’i was thenceiortn to

be z~ aiviser — my co~iforter — my solace — ir.~y unf~ltering Friend —

~n~1 all t 1~ ie w~s till t’e 1 ~t hour O.i or life. c ‘ian



of lif’. ~ic i I ad been the las year nrc aring to carry out was now

c. anred, and arrangerients were making to forri a connection in business

with Zdward Rand, ‘~ho had served his clerkshb in the store of ~r. E~en

arsons, ~ni who for a year or two past had been in Mr. ~arsons’s

emoloy~ent abroad. The vessel had Leer tal’en v the oirates of Africa,

and he had teen so”~ months a cantive in Tunis, but ‘~ aving been recently

redeer~ed, as was t’- en the rno’ie of doing t~o~-e things, had now arrived

in Boston. Shortly after my narriage this e.greenent w-s cor~p1eted,

and ~7ent irtto effect on the 1st of April following. ~e then coriienced

business at No. 3 Cadnan’s t~harf, at the hnad of what was then the

town dock, and on the site (or veri near it) whore the 3 stores on

~o. ?~ark~t St. now sta~’d.

T~is nartnershin, while it laste~1, was ver’r successf -1 and

pro~nissin;, hut was aoruntl.y c1o~’od y the death of Mr. iand, who

fell in a duel bf the hand of Chas. Miller Jr. of oston, abo-~t the

ni~Ld]e of June 1831.

1~r. ~an~1 ~ossesoed uncorron business talents and had gone thro

mercantile education — ard had he lived would uroLably have becn a

distinrjished ~iere Lnt. ::

In the transition state of my business at that tine, it was

thought best t~ t m~i wife — for s’:c. I co 1 1 t en proudly cail her —

should re. ~air. wit :~~er avnt till ~2ril; accor’~ingl~ on the first of

that nonth she b~.dc a-lieu to her ion, chcrisaoJ hor~e and with ~ioistened

c;es took a ‘)a-’tin; view of ~ or natLv” scil. - e ~rocee~.ed to ~oston

and spent aba-it two nont s ti-ere in the fm~ilies ci’ ~Tr. William Parsons
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an’-l Mr. Qorhari Parsons, the greater ~‘ rt of t .is time as t e ost of

her Uncic, ~ar1y in June she acco~panied me on a visit to !adle to ~y
~ •

father’s fa,il’,r, I re~ajned there with her a’..out three weeks and then

rejoined ~r ~rtn~r ~an~ i~ ~oston. In Aug. I hired a house of ~. Josiah

KnaDp next Sout i of ~iis own on the Dast side of Oran,~e ‘t, a few rods

South of t~e ca t end of Elliot’ ,t. cally, as my wife was then usual’y
~. ‘1 ~.‘- ,!~ ~ ~~:‘ ~

called, returned with me to iJoston in Augt. At her nele len’s isv.~t.~
~ ~•‘~_ :~.. ~~

tion we becane his guests for two or 3 weeks, while making oreparation

for going to house’~ceDin~. At lenc~th on the 1st of ep. l~.OO the furni—

turo having all been duly removed to our future residence, a sq’~are three
1”

foot table was set o”t and s~read, and ue seated ourselves with du~

dignitj arid decorum on op~o~ite sides of it with an excellent beef steak

between us, and thus joyously ~nd gratefully shared together our first
• ‘.~ -~. ‘.i :~,.

:~ meal in our owi welcome hone, It is somewhat pertinent to tl’e occasion

here ~ state t~a~ r.~, Parsons on t~~e same daj removed from his hired

house on t~-o North side of Summer t. to }is o’in n w house built on the

Easterly cor~~ ~ arid South Streets. .~

It was probably only afer ueeks oi’evious to this that .Theosh.

Parsons sa:~ ea~ ly in :ug. , removed ‘is family from hewburyport to Boston

to I, Geo Gushin7 house ~‘i ~romfie1d’s Lane, w.~erc~ thc lilotel now stands.

• soon after this n fat r and mother m~-~e U9 a vist arid gave us a

quarto fa~i1v IJible, w ich has been in constant u~e from t. at day to the

present — aving been rebound many years since.

:r. ben ~-arsons havin - in t c 1 tter part of the ycar purchased the

small estate in ~ ~)t. n...xt we2terly of his own dwellir:g house, and

offering it to me at a much cheaper rent than I was then “aying, a out

Christmas uc left Grange St. ani reroved to that location. On the 1st of

J . .,r~~ we atLe:’ Ic t i.~ectiiri,,; ci. ri~ sister huntington at
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‘~ Kadley and. returning to Boston, then a two daya journey~, on

‘~ Tuesday the 6th arrived in ~eason to be present at the marriage

of Ja ~es Carter to Ami Roberts, at !‘r. “~n. Parsons’s house in

the evening — which had many years been h~,r home. -~--~ ~ ~ I
~ In the surorer of l&)O the Firm removed to a very eligible

store on Long Wharf, no. 2~, and our business,, which was done on

commission, had now become, through the patronage and influence

~‘of Mr. Eben and. Gorham Parsons, and the oractical agency and

~ talent of Mr. Rand the junior partner, ouite extended, and gave
~ flattering oromise of soon becoming Drowoerous and ‘orofitable.

~ But all our own bright ‘orospocts and the exhilirating hopes of

‘~‘~our friends, we~e in one fatal rv”ment blasted and. sweot away by

his untimel:~ and shocking death. •~

~ tate in the afternoon of Saturday, June 13, or poas~~y ~

week later, Mr. Rand met me in state St. and taking from his

pocket—book a parcel of 3ank Bills observed that ~s he should

probably go out of town in the morning, I had better take charge

of them — it being then too late to de’oosit them in Bank. I took

them and he o~ssed on. it was the 1-at time I ever saw him. The

next morning, Snn~1ay, the l1~th, Charles Bradbury, a fellow boarder

with Mr. Rand at Mrs. Carter’s boarding house, celled u’oon me

about 9. and said that there was a re’oort in town that Yr. Rand

ha~ been dangerously wounded in du’~l uith Charles WIlier — at

D~rchesteD Point, as it was t~n called. ~e ~rofeeed to 1<~iow

Little shout the- fi~ts, hut he rIng the ruror, ho had c’illed to

:~ o~ It~ I i~: -di~’t’~’y ~ro~e~ded to v~s’~i~’~e the
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affair — and s on ascertained that a meeting had taken place and that

Rand was killed. I informed Mr. Eben Parsons of sucli facts as I could

collect, at his request, and witn his horse and chaise, I went to

.. 2 . ‘l

Brighton where Gorham Parsons then resiaed. After a consultation with

him, I returned by the way of Roxbury to Dorchester Point, where I

arrived at 3 or 14 o’clock and. found a large number of people assembled.

The body had been previously removed from the Beach just opvosite

Fort Indepenlence, from wnich place the ~ iole affair was witnessed, to

a barn on a farm nearby — a Coroner’s inquest had been already held,

and tne body was delivered to my care. I had. it brought to the house.

About dark, ~r. G. Parsons and several other friends arrived with a

coffin, and tne body was taken to Boston across the harbor. A em~11

procession was formed at the foot of Summer’ St. and the body with the

clothes on as it fell, was placed in a tomb in the Granary Burying

Ground, ooposito to Brornfield’S Lane at about 11 o’clock in the night.

ThuS ended an eventful — sad and solemn Sunday.

It was reported at the time as a fact, stated by the sentinels

at t~e fort, that Rand had the first fire and missed, and that then

Piller took deliberate aim, (which ~ or m’iy not have been tru.o) but

at any rate the aim was fatal, the ball passed througn the heart and

the left shoulder, a snasmodic effort raised him instantly into the

air and he dronoed lifeless upon the ground. There were coaches in

waiting, and ‘iller and. his second, whose ~ I cannot now call to

mind, tho I believe he was in some way connected with t:’.e Army or Navy,

both fled to New York, w’~ere Miller lived for several years in a sort of

private exile. Rand’s second was his brother Isaac — a most improoer

and 111 judred selectIon on every acc’i.mt, for if R~’nd had killed ~‘iller,

the two brothers vu~t bot~i have ned; and as it was, Jr. sand was
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of his two sons, for Isaac disappeared, and ~, certainly never heard

of him afterward. The next day 7~iller’s ‘challenge was found~anio~g

the papers of Vr. Rand and at t’ie sitting of the Court fo~ 1~orfo1k~’

County soon aft ervards ~illor was indicted for the murder — but he took

good cars never to niace ‘ni.maelf wltnin reach of ti’ie civil officers

and I oresume the indictrent now lie~in the files of the Clerk’s
~~ ~ ~ ~office in Dedham. ‘.‘

I never was able to obtain a:4y satisfactory accoint of the ‘origin

and progress of the quarrel. It was not till after his death tha~ I

even heard of its existence — tho doubtless sonie of Mrs. dañer’s

boarders were well acquaInted with all the circin~stancos, But after

the terrible catastrcpbe, f~w were found willing to admit that they

~iew much about the affair. A l~d~r of ~hode Island was probably the

innocent ca~e of It. One day at the table I suppoae Mr. 1~and made

som~ oi~uant, or at any rate ~ieedless, rewar~ upon a lady in whom

Miller it seerns felt s~r~ i’t~re~t, the I never heard of any special

attachment. This !~iller resented, an~ ezcite~i feeliu6s soon became

a~parent. In toad of s~otherin~ the flame, as probably might easily

have been done, some of the boarders seemed willing to enjoy the

Snort, and the man, who wes afterwards :~iller’s second, I triougnt

there was al~~ays ~oo~ re~son to believe, was as really a. party in the

contest as was ~iller himsDlf. A challenge was sen’s and accepted, and

in three ~ 5 t. e s’iort d”.~i~a v~s closed. But the cnan~e wro~ht

upon y o’vn cnn~tiox~ an~ -~rosoects by i~’i”.5 event cannot be told,

either for ~‘eoc1 or evIl — that 1~~e-~led~e rests c~n1y witn im who does

all thirL~ r’i~;ht.

~ ~ ~ ~ z’ ~i~th~r ~: t~ e ~ ~ cni~fly ernoloyed in
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closing uo as fast as possible the business of the late firm, for

hich I was almost as poorly qualified as I had been for originally

carrying it on. In nroof of which I may state a difficulty that arose

in settling our accounts ith Gornam Parsons. In my ignorance of the

proner merc~nti1e formulas of dr&wing off accounts, I had ha~pened to

close one of our accountO, unwittingly,indeed, at a month, which

according to the entries in our books wnen footed up, gave a ~omina1

balance ~pqinst him — while the next a/c when dr~wn off would have” “~

placed the business in its true and exact position, and. given him the

large balance, whicri really belonged to him. After looking at the

account, which I presented him merely for the purpose of ascertaining

its correctness thus far, witnout as~dng, or expecting, or desiring

any payment or eett1e~ ent, ~ie broke forth in tne most angry, violent

and as seern~4 to me urn~rovo~ced, strain of pers~na1 abuse, t’riatI~

ever received from any man in my life,— several persons being present

in his counting room at the time. After tint, months and perhaps a

year, Dassed withont the least recognition of each other. Ifl feeling

at len;tn subsided, but I do not remei.~ber hew, tho tnere was never any

exolanation or apology on either side. In point of stric~ mercantile

propriety, I was doubtless wrong — but as the error was one of ignorance

and. not of design, it ight have been entitled to some s’~all snare of

leniency. ~ ::~

flot long after the death of ~r. Rand, my wife and ryseif made a

visit to ~ier f ther, at ~vernill. “e found him very feeble and tmch

redtic~d, and i~rmediately after cur return, arrangements were made for

his re’rov~ t3 Boston, w are he died on t e 1st of hi~. l~ 1, a is

more fnll~ ~t’ted in th~ s’-ecial notIce of hIs life.
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On the ei~iitcenth of Sep. l~Ol, ~‘riday, our first child, Charles.

was born and o~ ~ourso there ~as great rejoicing,.. ne being the first

born of that ~enér~t~oñ~ “~ business and family conce sjzassed quietly

on through that and the succeeding year, with no si,ecial ~nterru’ption,

or noticeable incident. In Varc~. igo3 (or possibly~ 1g02) I was

confined about three weeks with the n’easles, a d~gorder which I

always supaoeed to have Dassed through in early youth. It proved, to be

as severe an illness as I ever suffered. In the latt~ part of
~1—. ~:•,. —• ‘2 •‘—•‘~‘the year l~Ol, I engsged ~.nder the auspices of Mr. ‘Parsons, in some

~ercahtije tran ctjon’o~ :‘~-~ j~ ~ ~:~11~i~~r
sent several adventures to Europe — not indeed to any very great amount,

but the profits of which had ‘en~bl~d me to eu’port r~ fanlly. But the

peace which wae about th~.t~t’1ID~ i~à’tc~ie~ up between England and France,

had in a ~1~t degreed~stroyed the profitable’ commerce, which had ~o

~ been carried ó~i b~t th~e United States with the Thiropean Continent —

7~itb the view thOrefore ofreducing u~rexnp~ce&, I cmcluded to re—ove

u~y f&Lily to TTadley. The h~u~e I then occupied was owned by ~r. ‘~ben

Parsàns; we had lived in it about two ycare and a third, at a rent of

t~o hundred dollars a year, On settling with him for the last third,

he~ said: he wished me to take the toney and invest it for the benefit of

r o~,n C:~irles, t’ en about a year and a half old. Lccordingly adding

S.33, itaking the sum 75 dollars and twenty five ~ more1 which ~‘ny sister

Thmtin ‘ton g vs ~re for the benefit of her son C’ ~‘rles, I iurch sad a

share in the 3~~ton Bank, jUst then going into operation. The boys

thus beonme pnrtners, tho not in equal def;ree. I received the dividends

for them till l~l2 when the share vnis sold and the money dIvided. Th n
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the ahare was sold and the money divided. This laid the foundation

of the little snug thouea~ or so, which Charles P. calls his own.

T~s last week in ~x,ri1 1303, having made al]. the necessary

urra~,gexnents, including a strong, high mettled and valuable horse,

for 200 ~ and a chaise for a 120 $ (which had been made upon the

t*ue principle of ~etor Pindar’s v~rses ~ s is) we started for

fladley. The roads at that day were in a condition very different

from the state in which they are now seen. e had ascended the high

hill, which rises on the West side of Waltham ‘~lain, about 12 miles

from Boston. I had nearly reached the foot of it on the West Side,

when the wheel passed over a stone on one of the sharpest pitches of

the bill. In an instant we found ~urselvee (my wife, myself and

Charles) lying at the horse’s heel~, with the chaise top closed down

upon his tail. The horse, of whose disposition and habits w~ had not

the slightest knowleuge, stood as still and imxtovable as the rock we

had been passing, and we were completely shut in between the chaise

top and the horse’s hind legs; but a good tempered and well trained

horse, and a kind and wt~tciiful providence, saved us in our peril.

With difficulty we raised the c_aise and worked our way once more

into daylight. ~7e had, to repass the hill on foot to reach the nearest

house at a qi~rter of a mile’s distance, wher~we found a shelter. ‘e

were heavily loaded, besides having a trunk atra-ped across tne for’..

ward bars; and in pas~ing tne abrupt descent with so dudden a jolt,

the preesure boca~:e too violent for tLe ~ind&ric s.~afts to resist and

they snapoed like two pipe stems. At length we got back to waltham

Plain, and having there lashed on a couple of poles for false shafts,

~e slo~ily cr2~7led bac~ to ~oston, ~nci r~ched ~ eooh’~ in P~~1
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St. (whence, we had started in the ~orning) at early tea time.

Vr. Eben ?~gona declared his entire conviction that such a wonder—

ful interposition of Providence betokened that C’~arles mist have

been prcserved to acc~nnlish some great and. imoortant design in

the comii~g f~iture. 1~aving ret~aired the chaise putting in bars -

behind to hold a trunk, end securing the shafts against a similar

fracture, by an iron bar on the under side of each of them, on the

first week in ~ we again took our departure fro~nBo8ton, and.

arrived at Uad.loy without further accident.
—~-~ —~.

On Sunday the gth day of ~y we had a severe s tor~n and snoi~

fell to the depth of sevex~l inches. Tho~h much earlier than

usual, the aDple trees were then in full bloom and the weather

quite cold and frosty; yet the crop of a~p1es jnautua~did not

appear to have suffered the least injury. On. the same day (Sth)

Elis~beth Th~ntington was born at Litchfield, my father and mother

being both of them there. In ~u.~ist a cashier of the thea “Ne~’

Boston BanZ” was to be a~mointed and ~r. Theoph. Parsons adv~eed

me to a~~ply for the office. I ecoordingl~ went to Boston a~d

arrived t.iere on ~!onday morning t~o 15th, the day on which the

choice was exoected to be made; but for sor~e reaGan the meeting

was adjourned till the next week, wLlen the c~4oice fell uoon Joseph

Chapman, a much better man for the office than myself This was

the firat request I ever made for an office in civil 1i~’ , and it

o~:it to have been the last. From seine conversation that had

taken olace between Uncle Theop~i. and several of the Directors,

he had strong ha~ee of U success. 2ut ~vid Sar~nt Jr. was one
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SOflQ Edward, was born at ~Iad.1ay on med. the 17 of August 1803 a

most beautiful child. ~ ~..: Uay 139 1857

The unsteadiness of my brain and the tr~nulouznees of u~y eyes

have prevented me from w.a3ring much progress in the memoranda, which

1. have been recently atte~rrpting to noto downi and as the difficulty

seems to have increased. considerably within the last two or three

we~ks, I may probably be unable to enter int~o any minute or regular

details of incidents t~at occurred in our family nietory subsequent

to the birth of Edward. I will try however as I may have ooportunity

and ability, to state a few of the more prominent events that took

place in the rec~aining years of our residence in Boston, waich was

closed. sinniltaneously with the life of my beloved Sarah.

fly family was now at Had.lay. Ed.viard was born end I continued

my busl.neee in Boston, ~king xr~ home at the “rn. Parsons’s, and.

visiting Hadley evei~ two or three months. One one of these visits

early in Feb. lSO~4, !Award in his mother’s arms and in perfect

health, was siezeci with a convulsion fit~ on the 7th of the month.

It was not a severe one nor of long duration, but it produced a

sudden and unwanted feeling of insecurity and deDencience upon a

high r ~power~ which neither of us had ever felt before. In the

course of tne ensuing 32 mouths, he had porhat~B six or eight similar

attacks; but I think he had none afterwards Ull the fatal day of

his deat~ in 1ü07.

In August l~O14 I renoved. my family again to Boston to the house

~O. 59 flrange street noxt south of Dr. ~$.x, and o—~ed by him. ~bere
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Sarah was born on Sat. 16th of Yareb 1805. .~tar1y in Sen. following

I took ny wife and baby on a visit to iladley. On our return the

11th and 12th the weather was very hot and sultry during the day;

but the eveg. of the 11th in which we were obfl~ed to ride till

late at night in order to reach worcester, was very chilly; and

. :.•~ .

my father, wha took ~t~ie two Sarah’ a to orcester, kent the back of

his Phaeton up the ~ho1e.evoning. The next morning Sarah arose with

a b~d,bead ache. Vre were of cotzroo ob1i~ed to proceed on our journey
.‘2. c: —

at any hazzard
- - ~~ ~ ~r~c:~ :‘.r~

?!y father returnedhome, ~ ~. ~. :~‘~ C• (nc~wMrs~e11s

v7a5 going to reside with us In the Sta ‘e for Boston,

a~~• arrived late in tl.e ofternoon of t e 1”th, Sarah with a violent

head ache and other stron~ eymptoms of fever.
~ ~ ~

next day she was taken down with t~-ohoue fever, which con

fined her to her bed for several weekz. The b by Sarah was nut

to nurse and the ~other, through the attention and ~kil1 of Pr.

Rand, and the blessing of a kind and L~aven1y father unon his

efforts, w~s at length restored to health. ~ofly Cooley was then

psr~pa 1’~ years old, ~.ni her visit at that juncture seemed cults

nrÔvid’~ntial, as she took the entire c~arge of the f~ily through

the whole sic.~nious.

About this tiae, probably the let of Sea. 1305, I forrned a

coni~exion in business with 7m. eic~’er, for~er1y a merc mt in

Sav.nnah, but then living In Boston and ong~ged in the Ooor’ia trade.

W~ emnloyed two fine .~ri~s in the trade, which constantly ran

bet n t e two oorts, bringizi~ cttou, rice a’~d tob, coo — which
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w~s usually consigned to us for sale, our biasiness being that of
~:f~ ~.

Coum~ission ~(erchanto, in addition to the freighting trade by those
L ~• . . .

two packets. I think we occupied store No. 3 on India vrnarf, which
: ~.. ~

had. been then just completed, It wasa double .st~ro including the

one in the same range on the north of the e~e ~t1ook; being -

No. 3 in t’io South side, and I believe ~o. 18 on the north. side. We
- . ,. -~. . -:. ~ :.. •~•~ :~~-::~

continued the business about two years, but as it did not prove to
- ~. : -~. -. --.:~ ~ -: -~.

be very su~ce~sfu1 in the Summer ~f l~)7 the partnership was dissolved

by mutu.al consent, Mr. BeicherstiB carr~in~ it on in his ~ow~ ~

I retired from the firm without any pecuniary loss, receiving a few

hundred dollars for t~ snare of the balance on the set tlen’ent of the
-, . ..~ ~.‘.1

accounts.
— :~ ~ h’

I now go back to our family~ affairs.—..— As n~r bueine~s was now
~.... ;. 7

to be confined entirely t~ India~rf, at the foot of Fort Hill, and

as Josiah quincy had just finished a block of dwelling houses on the

West side of Oliver St. on the very ~u~it of the hill, and withiu

gunshot of our store, I hire~.~. of him the middle one, and removed there

• from Orange St. about the 1st ~± Nov. 1805. T~e following year oaseed

off ‘~1thout any special incidents t ~at I remember, except the total

and remarkable eclipse of the sun in June iso6, wheu the day was so

dark that the fowls went to roost. The next, l~O7, was a nr’r)’-ed one.

On Sat. tao t’ ird day of Jan~y., our third son, Francis, w~e born on

Forthill ——————~—. “a undey the 17th day of ~eb. between two and

three ~c occ in the afternoon, ~dward was siezed with a v1~lent con

vulsion fit, wile e1e~r~ing on the sofa. H5 had com~1ained of a head—

ache durini~ t ~ forenoon ~nd h~s face h ..d been —nrc fi-asl-ad. He hdd
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been so long free from an attack of this kind, and bad for a long

time seemed in such perfect health, that we h~4 almost ceased to have

any atpreheflsiofl of a return of his disorder. V10 called in D~. Rand,

the usual re edies were auplied — the spasm at last subsided — ~nd at

evening he fell in a quiet sleep. ~!ie slumbers were so tranquil that

toward U o’clock at night we were preparing to retire to bed. I was

at that moment sitting ofl the sofa holding him on a piUo~7 in my lao, —

e~d his r~other just preparing to leave tne parlor — when a sudden

ehock ~ee”ed to lift him from the pillow a tremulous grosm — a lo~,

1on~ dr-’w~1 breath and th~ dear spirit — Thiward hi self hid i.eft us

forever. ‘~‘~ ~~ r~~•:~;~ ~ ~.:

On ~‘riday following his body ~ ~laee& in Uncle Ebents tomb by

the side of his Grandfather. Thether or not we were m~de better by

this bittef chastiGC~eflt, God only knows. At any rate9 it was grievous

in the endurance, and a sorrowful winter follow~d it •“ ~

e remained on Forthill till the 1-st of July. In the meanti~

our house had become associated with many 82d recollections, and my

business at India ~Tharf bein~ soon to be closed, we left Eorthill the

l~t of •ug. and went to the house, madng the corner of ilk St. and

Rath Alley, nc~arly op’oosite the north vest corner of Pearl St. In

July 1 had embar~d in b~isiness again on my o’~’n account. By uhim’~ing

200 boxes of !1avanna Sugar to Rotterdam, in Holland, costing about

8000 $, hen it had the good luck to arrive in safety in spite of

~nglish orderS in Council, and the ranch flan decrees, ~etime in

Autumn. The trade to Th~rope having become exceedingly haszardo’.ls

and our own co~15rCe bo~ng thre~’tened with a total and indefinite, if

~ rp~c~l~ e:~tar~;o, :c ~i re~ol~~ed for a w~iie ~o wit. draw from
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I~ad1ey. ~ ~~ •~L ~, .~ ~

About the last of Nov. 1807 Charles took a bad cold,..~whjch~- ~ i~i

sett1~d into a lu~n~ fever. This was a second time of his being attacked

wits that disoase t~he 1st attack had been about Jany. 1806 on Yorthill,

.and ~iad been a very severe one. But Dr. Eand,. 1~ ~ thro12.~h a kind

Providence proved successful in both cases. He bled him early on each

occasion. Before he was well of the fever in this instance, he wa~I:~. DL..

sie~ed with whooping cough, whic~ was taken also by Sarah. and flai~~,

at the s5~ne time. We 1~a4 flOW reached the latter part of Jany. 1808 and

busjne~ prospects still becoming daily more discouya~~~~ and all the

three children down with whooping cough, (not ~ bad) we lost no time

in pre~aring for our journey to u.y father’s, ‘rhere we safely arrived

about the middle of ~‘eb. after a three ds~,,r’s ride. The weather w~ mild —

no sleigc.ing but a. smooth icy path — and I think Andrew !2~orton, himself

drove us up in oiz~ of his own hacks. On this occasion we noticed as a

singular and c rtainly unexpected fact, that the children wore rarely

heard to cough, alter the first da~r, and that on our arri,al at Hadley,

they sees ed at once to bo entirely recovered. In April I believe, the

general a bargo co~mnenced, which as rigidly enforced fo~ 12 month~~ In

~ay I bir~d a house, garden, etc. in Eadley ~‘est St. of Jonat~ Edwarde

Por or, who was just re’voyjng to New Haven, for one yeer at a rent of

~l2O, w.dch we immediately entered. J’odge Parsons attended the C~nyt in

~ortiampton in ~ and we b d the oleasure of sever-I s ort vIsits from

him o~ ~h t occ~s ian. I xn not sure whet icr his wife acc~moanjad him or

not; my impression is t’~at ~he did. ibout this time I heard of the sale

of .y sugar in Rotterda at a very hi~i ~,rice. me er’barrags,q~n~5 to
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trade were so ooprassive that scarcely a cargo had reached a ~àort on

the contin nt of uro~oe for nearly a year st. Of course afl ~“est

India produce now co~rr.anded euormoue prices; and i Cre~er, i~yage~ in
•~ ~~T~olla~-~, was sirewd enough to foresee it, and accordingly held on.

Accordingly when he thonght the proper time had coi~ hedisoosed of n~

sugar and tne adventure wiich in 1807 cost nie a little over S0OO’~ was
• . ~

sold in 1E S for samewnat more than 26,000 ~ after deducting all the
~ :.~‘“ ~exp...uses of freigrit, and other foreign charges, giving me a ~lear nrofit

of above 18,flOO dollars. T~in I tnought was doing a pretty good b~sinoss,

and it set me on r~iy legs again. We received the j~ Send with sincere

and great joy, and I trust with heartfelt gratitude to heaven. On n~

return to Boston the following Spring 1 received the whole amount from

Samuel ~illiams of London in whose hand it had previously been ~1aced.

In this autumn there was a ~rand military review in Uadley0 o± at least

one .~rigade, ifn~t the whole~ of the fourth diviejon of ~j1itja~mder

the comrrand of General ‘~attoon, a very fine affair. ~ then County

of am~shire, w~LiCi~ c~nstituted the 1~-th division, s~bracedan area of

fifty rniles square in e~’ch direction, including the whole of the present

three counties of ei osnire, ~anoden and Franklin. T~e let bridge over

the Connecticut ‘~iver at ;:ortha~pton was opened, say in Oct. of this year.

A new meeting house h~d been raised very near tcie old one, a~id had been

covered tno precedin year; and :~aving now been finished was dedicated

in Ct. Ahe sermon was preacned by the Ray. Dr. Austin of Worcester, son—

in—i ‘~ of Dr. ~on~cins, w.~ose age and infirmities had, to say nothing of

any other reason, dis’ualified him ~ro’n o ~ci~ ing hi self. ~~is houge

was rer~oved to •.icldle St. in 16~42 or 1S~43.
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On the )4th day o±~ Dec. iso~ (Sunday) our oec~nd daughter ~1isabeth

was born in the “orter house in Hadley-. She seemed to beahealthy child

at first — bu~ in the course of a month or t~,, either from constitutional

debility, c~ to~ t~w.~h overdoing or other mismanaremont on our part, she
.;~ ~ ~. ~ t..becazz~e delicate and sickly through her life. -

tn the last of D0c. I visited Boston, and while there I ventured,

on the ntrengtn of our recent success to incur a little more e~uenee than

had been usual for a year or two past. I procured several articles for

my wife and c~ildren, and treated myself to the first and only dark suit

that I ever owned. I purchased also a horse and chaise, which being

___________ s in fact an extravagant exoense. I returned home and

passed the winter in Radley. Daring th~ preceding summer I had tried

my hand a lit ~le at the law, but could not stake it go, and my time was

occupied chiefly in attending to the garden ~thd house, The winter was

passed ~.zz idleness. About ft’-iril the e~ bargo was t&ren off, and w~ be ,an

to think of preparing for a return to Boston, In 74a.y I hired of

Cornelius Coolidge, a house in what was then Round lane — leading from

Federal St. to Atkinson St. The house stood on the nort~ side, and was

the 2nd east of Sister~s(?) St. To this ouse I rer~ovcd my family in

the last week of ~!ay 1809. During this residence in Hadley, of 15

months, I ri~’de 5 or 6 journeys to Boston, each costing 10 or l2~ for

travelling exnenges only.

I now en~a ad again tho somewhat cau.tiou~1y in rt~r forr~er line

of business — rx2-~i~; s~’~e ~—~al1 5hi~-~r.Dnt5 of goods to Europe in

freighting vessels, of which there were usually enough to be found.

Our faii’.ily ~.ff re in the i~eantime Loing s~ooth1y along. Through the
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si~uner and fall ‘Zlieabeth’s health ~as gradually failing, and in Oct.

we concluded to try the effects of a journey ~x on her. We went first

to ~adley thence to “id≤iletown, where brother Huntington was then

•eettled. From triere we oroceeded easterly to Norwich. Thence tL?O

Rhode !Bland to Providence, and on to 3oston, whore we arrived the c~

latter part of Oct. after an absence of more than a fortni&it.- A

journey like this of about 3D0 miles, in a chaise, through a strange

country for t~ e most part, with a sick child in her aims, wan of course

wearisc~rie and sad to an anxioUS ~iother, aM to myself ~as anything but

oleasant or agreeable. Eligabeth h~d m~-’de no improvement in health —

if anything was more feeble — and we were truly rejoiced to fIM our

selves once more at home. A month pas~od on, and ~hankogiving Da~

arrived on the 3Ot~ of November. ~ had dined alone. Not long after

dinner, while we were sitting in the parlor, F~lisabeth was taken with

a convulsion fit. It did not soem to be severe, but it shocked her i~ole

system and left her in great distress, which continued pretty much thro

the next day. I carried her about the parlor in my arms nearly 2~4 hours,

while she was screa~iing in agony almost the whole time. At length she

fell gradually into a state of entire exhaustion, in which she lingered

till ~.bout 5 o’clock in the afternoon of Tuesday the 5tn of Dec., when

she ce~Eed to breathe, thus closing a short, sickly, and, as it seemed

to us, a suff~ring life. The funeral waS probably attended on Friday

the ~th and her body t~s laid by the side of th-~t of herbrother edward.

~b0ut tw ‘-onth~ after th~s c~r’e the rne~noreble cold Frid~t of 1Z1O.

There h-:d been for several. days a warm, misty snell of weather, and the

s~eet~ were covered wit1k ~ud, when about 10 o’clock in the evening of

~
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of Thursday the wind instantly chenged from So.”a~t to orta set,

and the biting blasts of winter were at once down uoon us in the

short flight of an hour from the frozen forests of óanada. tt~b1~

te~ectuous1y thro the night, and in the u ruing of Friday ho

mercury ranged at 50 below 0 The wind raged violently thro~tne day

and the whole of Boston ~Tarbor sm•’ked like a huge boiling cauldron.

On S&t. morning the harbor was frozen solid to t’ e Lighthouse, and

for 3 weeks the cargo of every vessel that arrived was imladen at

Nanta~kot Ponds, and transported on sleds over the ice to the

stores in Boston. I had en adventure tnen on board a vessel, which

was prevented from sailing nearly 3 weeks, till the latter part of

Feb. In June I visited ~adley to attend the ordination of ...r. John

~ioodbridge, and immediately after ~r.y return my wife and Sarah”

accom’~anied her Aunt William Parsons on a visit to AuntGray at

~oson. ~r. ~7illiam Parsons h~ uncle, having kindly offered them a

free passage. ~ .~

Soon after this I hired a house of John Prince No. 14 -:

block whic~. he had erected at the lower end of Pearl St. on th~

~a~t side, which ~e entered early in Au~. 1810. Here . arian, our

third dau~hter, was born on Thursday the 13 of 5op. following —

a’v~areutly a fine healthy child. Having become at this neriod some

what less straightened in our ~eci.miary means, wit i a. seemingly fair

prospect ahead as to business affairs, we ventured noon a somewhat

less economical style of living t.an we nad heretofore indulged in.

A new and larger house of course recutred new and better furniture

to corresrond pith it, and a considerable exoenee ~as soon incurred
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house flo 5 and Uncle Thoomb arsons owned the large house and garden

next above Craft. Our neighbors were all kind and friendly~ and the

months paused uieanaritly along tLro the autumn and winter ithout

any special occurrence to interrupt their tranquility. The aximlal

State Election and meeting of the I~egislsture took t~lace at period

and until 1530, on the last edneaday of May. In the latter part of

IS1O, a now corDs of Cavalry “The TTuusaru” — had been organized

and were no~~ in May 1511, rn’epared to make their first public parade.

Their dress and equipment conformed in all reu~ects to those of

European corps of a Similar cla~u. ~r~y numbered in all about 50 men,

and were many of them of the ~lite of Boston and were commanded by

Josiah Quincy• with the exce~tion of 2 or 3 (very clever follows), they

were every one of them full blooded i~tc,züw~ E~deral1sts. Elbridge

Gerry of Cambridge had just before in the same month of )‘ay been elected

Governor — always a violent ~L—federalist — and from that year handed

down to all future generations as the author and progenitor of the

and mutilating plan of districting for party pnrooses, since

known as the “Gerr~mnndor system” — such was then the Gov. 9s ot of

Massachusetts~ ~e new corps of ~nssars, th~ almost to a man uncomoroo.

misin~ly op~oeed to the Governor’s Politics, yet ~it.a the doubit intent

of doing honor to the hi”thest office in the p,ift of the Corn on~eajth,

and ~f im~,rovin~ so eligible an opportunity of introducing themselves to

the public, unanimously tendered their services to his ~xcellency the

Corm~anderb~in~Chief, as an escort from Cambridge on his official entry

into Boston. Tha offer was accepted, Public expectation had been

greatly raised, and ‘gas doubtless fully g~atified, as the coros attracted
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aspect and discipline as the novelty and solendor of ~ uniform.

Its first far~ation in line in its full dress, hap~ened to take
~ :.‘,~

place in front of our house in Pearl St.

The current of our domestic affairs see~ed to glide smoothly

on thro the remainder of the year and the followin~ winter, with

scarcely a ripi,le on its surface, excentin~ that in the fall of 1811

Marian wag attacked with a slight convulsion fit, givin~ us at~the

time considerable anxiety calling UD first in our minds sorro,~fuj

recollections of many distressing scenes that we in years previous

had already passed through. (i.nct tho this attack was by no means

severe, yet a sense of danger would be frequently returning upon us.

We remained in Pearl St. thro the winter0 and left it on the let week

in April 1812, wuen we entered the house then mak.ing the northerly

Corner of Nigh ~t. and Summer St. just north of the end of So~.th St.

and owi~ed by Judge John ~‘hillipe. The surrender of t~rince’g lease, which

had sometime to run, cost me about 350 ~, which was in a considerable

degree z~do up in the reduction of rent paid for several years to Judge

~y family oxtensee for the years 1810 ~ U had each a little
exceeded 3100$ ~r~at deal too much. On Sat. 27th of June 1312, Louisa,

our eeventh child and fourth daughter, was born — a healthy and promising

iflfaflt. As the country was now actively engaged in a useless war with

Ct. ~ritain, all our commercial business wag in a groat degree augoendeci,

and those WL~O had been fortunate enough to make money, and who had been

prudent euou.~h to s ye it, h~4 nov sonatning to live uoou. - 11 at ers

had to live by their wits. ~ving little else to do, the peo,le on

the seaboard azguted ~o.c~hat of a military czar cter and ma e preparations
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for the defense of the cities on the Coast against the threatened

attacks of the British Navy. ~‘ne Hussarsalso adopted a working

uniform and played the soldier, the tney could not exactly foresee

how or w.en their services could be very advantageously emuloyed.

Gøy, Strong bad vo~~ as the federalists of that day unani—

mously declared, refused to let the ilitia of “assachusette be

L~arched, out of the State, except under the command of their own

State officers (which President .~adison would not consent to) and

they were of course all kept at home for the purpose of defending

our own snores. This service tney alone effectually performed, the

~7ar department having on the commencet~ent of hostilities withdrawn

every soldier from tie State1 exceoting a company at the Fort Inde

pendence0 ‘ehich tas United States wore unwilling to abandon, and it

would then of necessity fall under the military possession and

control of Massachusetts an event which Mr. “adison would probably

have dreaded about as much as if it should have fallen into the ha~d~

of the 8ritlsh t .emselves. The whole exoense of defending the extensive

seaboard of !~assachusetts and the t’~ex~ District of ~aine, amounting

to many hundreds of thousands of dollars were defrayed from her own

treasury abou~. one half of w~iich only h:~s been repaid to her by the

United States after a long refusal — the balance at this time, 185?,

being still a repudiated debt of more tnan 14Q years standing against

t e federal governu~nt (1812).
Louisa lid beei corm~itted the care of a ~eb nurse, rs. Cittin”ton

who resided. in the family, and continued in that cav-~city about a year.

The first ha3t of Seo. was spent in a journey to Co~ne~tj~~t. ~e

passed sever 1 days with Brother ‘~untington at iddletown, viqitjnp

- ~ ~‘ ~ - ~ ~



also 1~e’i -iSVSn and the College, wnere ?rofessor Silliman put a

practical joke upon my wife, by asking nor to plunge her hand

(having a gold ring on one of her fingers)into a large vessel of

quio’csilv~r. ihe ring came out of the iia-’eraion perfectly blacr; ~.

she thou~.t it was spoiled; but I believe it was finally restored

to its proDer color. 1 had, hired for the o~.casion a light carriage,

and a pair of horses of Sourr & Eolmes, stables of some note in.

Boston, and Feary Stewart, a black fellow, who had lived in tr.~r family

several years, and who was One of the best house servants I ever knew,

was mounted on my white Hussar charger as a sort of outrider. Thus

equi~oed we n~do quite a display ~ ~, in journeying thro the

country, ~?hile at ‘iödletown Henry was very much delighted and,

wonder struck at the rhat,sodies and shoutings of the ethodist~,

several of wriose meetings he there attended, and Zack, Brother

Huntington’s man, and some other of his cronies, were aztonished at

his wc~n’terful knowledge of the world, and esDecially of the chars of

city life, ~thich he narrated in terra of most fascinating eloquence,

ho having formerly been a denizen of the noted villa,e of Comrrinapaw

on the Jersey Shore, somewhere below ow York. In tie prosecution

of our olen we took adley in our route, and arrived at ~oston about

the iddlo of Set,, after a very ple~’eant journey of nearly 1VX) z:iiles.

Charles and Sarah accomoanied us on the journey and pa ~ibly i~rancis —

but of this I a~i not at all certain.

(note: I was one of tue oarty — I re-r~c~mber it well. . .)

The exoenses of this pore ~rination amo-~.mted to 176$, Sourr & lioIme~’

bill more than 1’)O~.
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-.he reznainder of the year Dassed. away witheut any noticeable

event in my bu.slnoss or d~rzie2tjc concerns. Gov. S~r~ng who had been

formerly elected for seven successive years,.. 1&~O 106 -inclusive,

had boen this year a~aiu chosen in on-~osition to Elbrid~e Cerry, for

the 8th time, lie took ~tron.~ ground against any offensive measures

in sup~,or~ of the ~ar just de~lared açainet ?.ngland, but wa~ willing

at al.l hazzards to defend the Common’~a).th against all a~ression.

Oiir mercantile business was of cour~e n~nch embarrassed and crerped —

but mea~ were found — moie or less indirectly — thro the whole course

of the war9 by which there wasa considerable c0 nerce carried on

between the northern states and the northern continent of Thrope, and

which, so far as I was concerned in it, proved on the whole quite

profitable ?~y farnily exoenses thiS ye~ir ran up to a very high figure,

having someehat exceeded 3600 dollars, but the loss of 350~ on the

Pearl St. lease and nearly two nundred on the Connecticut journey were

included in that ~mount, which sill rethice tue re~ar er~eaditur~ to

about the usual amount, say loss tLian 3lO0~. The year 1313 brou~ht

with it no special occurrence. !rr. Strong ~ias ~locted Gov. for the

ninth time and ~ew ~ngland politics re:rained unchanged. fter the

democrats h~d involved the ~atlcn in ~ar, the federalists, esoeclally

those of the middle and eastern st:.te~, for the puroos~ of co~c

trating more effectually their views an.~. feelings, wilted in what

they called “~ashington 3enevolent Societies” — e’tbracin~ nearly aU

of tat party. ~eir meet in~çs were freqient, end. very fully attended,

and doubtless a very important politic~l effect was thus oroduced.

In the sorjn.~ of l~l3 th~ ~oston S~ci&~y r aolv~d to ‘se a

..~ ~
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the community. ~e great attractive spectacle of the day consisted

mainly in a vast procession formed of the different orders and

classes among the people — arranged ~u ~me ~elve or fifteen ~

divisions each with its sonropriate symbols and gannero, including

also a very large division of l~de taken from the several echools in

the to~in, in a nearly uniform costume. The ~ho’~ came off on the 30th

of April — was well got up — and was indeed a most brilliant affair.

Eappening a few d.a.ys since to take up the original programme and the

orders given in reference to the conducting of the procession — of

which I had the honor of being apoointod Chief ~arshall I thought

that the occurrence might not be inaotly noticed among these memoranda.

The original paper containing all the details of the procession, list

of uiarsi~al1s, and the description of banners, etc., is among n~r docu

ments on file. •I. ‘.:.,~

To~iarda the close of t~ year, chief Justice Parsons’s health was

evidently failing, and about the r.iddle of Oct. he fell into a kind of

lethargic condition ~nd became sonawhat stupid and cxnatoOe — these

‘~utoms gradually increased for 10 or 12 days, till I think on $at.

the 30th o~ cot. about 1 or 2 o’clock P.!~. his great mind forsook it~

frail tenement of clay and soared tO a higher sphere of iflit4table

expansion. I left him about half an hour before he died. The 1a~t

conscious recognition of his f&.ily was exhibited two or three dsys

before his death while in the evenini, several being present, he made

an effort, and reaching out his band to his wife, who was sitting on

the bed ~y his dido, he incloscd ht,r h~nd in his — ~.udibly ut.tering

t~ ~v~rd3 ~ h:~C. of :y ~n’r~:;-~ • ~f !~f~ 1 ~th c~c~t a



deep gloom not only over ~ostou, but over the States of New n~land

generally. .•., ~.

£ -~ f ~.j ‘ ..~ ~ ~

Soon after this the unwelcome guest ?~~ited once mo!P~J~flprepared

fa~i1y. I have now no recollection that Louisa had ever before had a

nick day in her life. But on. Sunday, .either the l9t~z. or a week later,

,....~ .

the 26th butl belje~e ?‘~ :~ latter day — on retu~j~ home from

ineetjn~, we found her drooping and ~cxniethin~ . feveri~. t~e thought that

she ~ O~j~O1~: cold and e.ccordin~ly nursed her ~ held

on and the disorder gained strength, and in afo~ days, an1 iste~ed

in the night watches, as she lay by our side, her burning flesh her

quick pulse and her short and raoid bre~thin~, fi11~d me with
~ .~...-anxious foreboding as to the result. They are all now as vivid in

n~ recollection as if the events had taken piGee during the past night,

t~o in fact the dim and dusty shadows of more t..~an l.L3 long ye~r~ lie

betw~&~. She sank gradually a~ay till riday the 31st of Dec., ‘~vhen

about 9 O’C1oc~ in the evsnin~, her gentle anirit, after a few faint

strug~1eo, was released. from suffering and I trust also from all

future ex~~ure to sin. She left us indeed to weeo for ours~jv~, but

to rejoice ~n her account, that another of oar de r ~itt~ 2~ ~

almost without any ‘,robatjon been ~allod to s~,a~j th~ nuaber of the

blest and glorIfied before God. in Heaven. ~he died, when she was just

eighteen nont~s and l~ days old, at a period of life when most children

are becoming deeply interesting os~ocia11y to t.eir Darents, Louisa

wa~ not a ~ “~1fal chIld — technically soea~in~ but she was lovely

and affectionate. ~ see her at t.4s moment, in r~r re~i~d1s eye, ~ting

on ~ ~azees in the rnin.~, as she usually did 5n~time before ~er

do~’th, ~‘;ile her aother Combed and uarted arL-~ s~QO hed h~r I~-~ ~j

I
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~l~y hair her mild blue eyes watching the features of her

mot..ier’o face — ~ha herself being alwa.ye as placid and tranquil

as the twilight in June, ~uid seeming to be the very personifj~atjon

of quietude and geatlenes~. In someshat less than )4 years from

this time, that rother, I trust rejoined her three departed child

ren th~ loved ~nd the Lost, shall I say? Oh not the pen

faltgrg at the withering word But a deeoer and more so1e~

question still presents itself Shall I ever be.~ermjtt~j to

rejoin them? God alone can solve the question; and no clear and

full and clear response will be given, till we pass bonind. the

veil which sei,arates them seen from the Unseen ~7ait the great

Teacner UDeatht* -

The der,arting year left us with Sad and sorrowing hearts.

o war with ~nglend still continued the with few practical results,

the closing ir~ of the reg~~.lar channels of our corr~nerce — and

giving to our Naval Officers and eeaz~’en occasional onoortunjtjos of

proving their valor and skill in sinking or Caoturing several fine

British ships of War; and thus redeeming the cbart~cteL. ~ our Navy,

which had been somewhat tarnished by the loøs of the C~esapeske

frigate in the early part of the er. ~‘y own busineg~ was now

chiefly connected with the trado of northern Th.irone, more eS’ecially

with the iron business at flettenburg in Sweden,.~. ~‘~t~e of n~ shipments

of that kind havin” been quite successful — end dur~n~ the two coming

years my busine~ was almost wholly in that lizi~. Indeed, during

war I keot quite a respectable whDlesale and retail Iron Store

on Long ‘~arf,—— “y f~riily ex-,enses for the year 1C13 a-iotinted

I
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to about ~210 dol1ar~. The cost of many articleg dee~ ed necessaries

was at that psriod~ enormous. I notice a recurring to my entries at

that time — 114 15 — and even 16.50 paid for a barrel of flour, and

in the sa-~o year 1S13, I f~Iid. a charge of 6]. dollars and. another of

614$ each for a barrel of sugar weighing probably about 200 lbs. eacn barrel,

The coasting trwie between the norti and the south wag indeed for several

years almost wholly destroyed, and t~s Southern business was chiefly

carried on b~ t~ho rivers and other interior con icaijon. In rogar~ to

our public affairs the year 1~i14 progressed for a great part of it aa

the preceding one had done; and’ the business of the country Vien onin
~ ‘.‘~‘ .‘~ ~ ~r. ~ ~rmuoh the sa’~e anner.

In the winter of this year my father’s health lisa evidently bec~

declining; and he felt unable to superintend the maxisgeuient of hia

fai~n, which he had for fàrty four years done ma c~ ilfufl and profit

able manner. H5 accordingly leased on shares to two me~’n’ Srnith and

Daniels — a great proporti n of hig h’~me estate for a year, h~ boarding

them thr~ the su~r and fall, and Daniels through the following winter.

This arrangement vent into eff~~ot on tho 1st of April Mrs. ~ithc~ck

and her two children were then members of his fa~ ily, Charles being then

15 or 1G years old. y father had also a hired man himself, and with

the aid of ti~.e~e he carried on the r sidue of the farm. But thig

measure, the probably the hes!~, if not the only one which could have

been adopted under the circumstances, vTas never satisfactory to him,

and was, w lie no lived, a constant source of regret and disco’~ifort.

In plain phrase, ho thoug’~it tLey didn’t work it right, and I have no

doubt that it wore upon his health. ‘~arly in Sen. I went to ~. and.

assisted in reoairjn~ th’~ floor of the front entry over tho c~l1ar,

the ti~b~r~ haviu~ beco~ie rot;en, nd tns floor s~mk several incneg.

2’~’~ ~ ~‘~‘~‘
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0 W~B tnen quite feeble — the he after~ rde took a journey to

.~iddletown. So etine in Oct. he sent Charles HitChcock to Boston
- ~ £... ~!~‘•:. .~ ~ ~.

ith a wagon load of pork, which Mr. H. says he assisted in loading.
~

This was his last effort he returned to his house, and took to
- .~ ~ yr.:, ~ ~

hi8 bed -. from which l~ never arose.
~ •.~. ~On my visit to Hadley just mentioned, I saw John Morison for
~the last time. He was then bloated with dropey, and just able to

~ -~. ::~~ ~ ~.: ~ ~

creep about. He was found dead in his bed a few mornin~e after I

left him.—— M0rison, according to his own account, which was all
- . ~.. ~ .D-~.we ever knew of him, and I never heard of his having seen in America

any Scotchm~n that he ever saw at home, Was born in the vicinity of

Aberdeen in 0ot land and was brought up a i&~ardaner by trade, and

~. :..•- •‘. .. ... . ‘. ~

worked some years in the gardenof the Nobility in the north of Scot—
: ~., •~.:. ~ . .. . .~. .. ~ ~•~;

land. At the commencement of the Revolutionary War, he joined a

highland regiment under the cou~and ool.tLrchibajdGa~be11_ a

name of long standing and high repute in Scotch military history.
-- ..,. .. —. ~..‘

This regiment was ordered to Boston, and arriving there a few days

after it had been evacuated by the British trot3ns ~n 1776 without any

notice of that event — the ships sailed directly into port — and the

whole E~giment were instantly made prisoners of war, John said that
.. . ~ . ~

he was the Colonel’s Waiter nndhe probably might have been. At any

rate he was an excellant gardener, H0 h.~d been two or three years in

the country before hecmre to my father’e, but with occasional

exceptions of perhaps two or t~iree years in all at various times he

continued in my father’s e~-oloy till nis doath — whicn I think took

plac~ Sep. 12, ISV4. H~ was sligntly tinctured with the national

suoer~t1tiori, and see ad Somewhat, if not fully, to believe in the
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second signt — but I have no rucollection of hearing him converse
_S

on these subjects except when questioned. The business concern~ of

the Nati~u haci been constantly growing worse, and the political

aspect had become not only gloomy, but seriously alarming. •The five

New ~ngland States had in the earlier part of the year resolved upon

holding a Convention at qartford t~ consider the state of the country,
~“

and this aesen3bly was now on the point 01’ assembling. The wisest ~
- ...~.... ~r ~

ablest — and most patriotic of her statesmen had been selected for
• • ..._I • , ~._ ‘:q:-~—~ )4r

the purnose, and the eyes of the Nation were anxiously fixed on them.
• - i.--.~ :- U ~..

The National Treasury was exhausted, and the National Credit had

sunk so l*w that not a dollar could be obtained in .~urope at any
• ...~.

price, nor in this country unless at a di800uxlt of some 30, per ceut~,

and the .stock of5te United States, I believe, w s actually sold at

less than 70 cents for the dollar. France had been conquered and

• . . - S.- ~::.,, ~~3•~j

over~un— Thrnaparte exiled to iba — Thrope at Peace — and ‘reat

Br~tai.n left free wit.h all her vast armaments now ertn~loyei to carry

on the war against the United States. Madison and his Cabinet were

fully aware of the inmending dangers. A large body of commissioners —

five, I think — were dispatched to Ghent, in Belgium, to negociate a

peace, and trie result was now waited for with a aomew.~at fearful susnen~e.

In the latter part of Oct. 1S1~4 I received such accounts of my

father’s ~ic’cness that I at once resolved to remove my family to ~adloy,

and there spend the winter. Accordingly on Sunday the 6t~ of Nov. we

left the corner of righ and Su.r’-rer St. after an early breakfast, and

riding the moat of the day in a heavy rain we reached Leicester, and

on ~onday about dark ~e arrived at y f’ther’s, v m we found very feeble

~. t~ - ~ .~ -
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and confined to his bed, but suffering little or no tam. ITe

expressed great pleasure and gratitude at- ~e more seeing us all

around urn. Caroline, our fittn daughter, had been born on Monday

the 22nd of ~u~-ust preceding a fine health o’uild and was now

about three months old, an infant in her moth~~~~ arms. She wan

then tne only grandc~ild that my father had never seen. lie welcomed

the little stranger and gave her a grandfather’s blessing. Tho there

was not usually any daily perceptible change in my father’s condition,

yet the close of every week gave decisive proof that he was constantly

failing. His mind was miclouded to the last, and he took at times

some interest in passing affairs. Some few days before he died, having

made no written di~tosition of his property, he expressed his wishes

on that subject, making a special request that ‘ra. Huntington and.

myself should inr~ediately after his decease convey by deed to Mrg,

Uitchcocjc and her eon Ciusrieg t o pieces of land; which was of course

strictly complied witn — five or six acres lying just belo’~i tae ferry

in the Upter Meadow to Mrs. ~!itchcock and five acres to Charles, being

the lot south of the road to Amherst, on which !r. Djckjn~on’5 house

now stande. ~.-:‘“~ -. ~

In the evening of Monday Nov. 2S we felt a slight shock of an

earthqu&ce, it was however only momentary. ~ihursday the 1st of Dee.

~7L~.S Thanksgiving Day In the course of the next day there was a

decided change in my father — and he thou sank rapidly. On Sat.

evening his breathing became difficult, and he see ad in groat

distress — which increased. tnro tue night — every breath being heard

thro the whole house. In he morning the paroxysm gradually gave ~ay —

he lingered for a few hours ion-er, and about 3 o’clock iu the after-.
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noon of ~unday th~ ~tb of Dec. isik he ceased to breathe. Pj~

sufferin~~ might not have been really Go great as they Seemed to be,

but it was certainly a relief to those about him to know that they

were now ended.

?~y father, ~harj~ Phelps, was born at Radley A~, 11~, l7~43, old

~ty1o and wa~ therefore 71 years old in the preoedi~ Aug. Re was

altogeth~j a self made man, having had. none of the advant~es of

education except those of a very common school in his native place.

~o was endowed with good plain practical COam~on 8en~~, and

possessed g pretty accurate knowlec3~e of human nature. Re considered

himself an ezperjenced farmer, and never made any pretensions beyond

what his actual poSition and influenco in society fairly authorized,

him to aurn~e. His usually correct judgment a.s to all the ordinary

concerns of life was Sufficiently known and azprecjated to make his

opinion and personal services frequently u~efuJ~ and acceot~ab1e especia1~y

in,that portion of the county com~oosad of its ~ziore central to’ins. It

appears, however, from an old ~assachusetts Register”, of 1797, that
the state authorities did. not at tLat time consider hin as having a

sufficiently high standing to entitle him to a commission as Justice

of the Peace, for in that year, the same authority gives but a single

person as holding that office in tLe town of Hadloy, an~ that was

~leaz~ Porter, the then Cnief Justice of the court of C~r~~n Pleas

for the. Connty of ~!ampsbir~, which tr~on con5i~tod of the present 3
countie8. But I well reaernber ti.s~t in 1799 several justice actions

~‘ere brought before him, wnich no decided. In politics he classed

himself with the straigatest sect of the old School Federalists, and

- 7



such for a long succession of years was the political character of

the town, there having been nearly — and I think in some cases, an

unanimous vote returned for Cen. Strong klas — for the c angoj We

knee nothing then of the midnight orgies and unprincipled party cabal~.

In his religious o~oinjons ri.’ father probably ranked with the moderate

Calvinjets of that day. 1~e chewed the new Fopkinsien doctrines

altogether — and perhexs might have been a very little inclined to

Americanism, as hIs old minister, ~r. TTopkin~, was after hie death,

accused, by Mr. Woodbridge his successor, to have been, But tho my

father was fully persuaded of the truth of his own religious ozinjo~g,

as regarded himself, he was catholic and tolerant of the opinions of

others. I never heard him denounce any one for entertaining religious

opinions differin-’~ from his own.

Soon after my f ther’s death, it became necessary to r~ake some

provisional arrangerrent for a diviaioa of the estate, as a final one

could not be made during the life of my mother, who held by descent in

her own right a very considerable chars of the real estate occupied by [
my father. This division was cornt,leted about the close of Dec. and

was substantiaily the sai~e which was finally established and confirmed

after my mother’s death. In the month of parch in this year, the new

South P-eligious Society, of which I had long before my marriage, been

a member, took dowa their old wooden meeting house, and erected what

was at t.~at time thought a splendid stone church. It was finj~hed

during the year and was dedicated I thin1- on the 29t’~i of Dec, my family

being all at Ha~ley, were none of us preoent on the occasion, !y family

erpcnses this year were very considurably reduced — havins~ amounted only
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to the sum of 231~3 dole.

bout this ti-ne the tartf&rdConvi~ntion had closed its labors,

. ..... .. .—,‘.. . .~ .

~and an~ointed a respectable Co~tiitt~oof its ~nembers to repair to
~ ~..

“ashington for the purpo~e of la.yinj before ~e Gover~nnt and

~‘Congress some propostlonà wits reg~rd toa more successful and.

satisfactory mode of orosecuti~ t~ war with C~reat Britain.

The meetings o~ the Convention had always for obvious reasons

eenpz~ivate and confidential; the results at which they arrived were

~ll~t ~ the public had really any interest in knowing. The various

“discusstonsand o-~inione and argwneuts whica ultimately led. to those

results ore of course of little real consequence to tecoiu.t~i;

but the patent fact of their secret deliberations was at once seized

upon by the administration of the South generally as conclusive evi

dence of the treasonable designs, not merely of the ~mbers of the

Convention, a~ individuals, but of tne hostile and treasonable views

of the ~ew “ngland States collectively. L4e people of the 1~ast

were no doubt very generally op~osed to the war, both in its com~ionce—

Out end progress, but they were neither enemies to the Union, nor

the adherents of Dnglaiid~ and to c.iarge them as such was a gross —

nalicious slan~ or, and. falsehood. They tho’t the war was unnecessary —

unjust and. ruinous; but they resolved from th~ first to withold neither

services — U e — nor money necessary for their defenco, or for prevent

ing and successfully resistin~~ all the hostile a~gressions of the enemy.

They h d in f ct long since called into the field l~rgo tortione

of their iliti.a, aim expended vast sums ci m~aej for the coxruuou

defence. True indeed it was, tnat these efforts were intended for,

and actually ?piied. to, t~e immediate and. necessary defence of their
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~ ~ ~

own territory. But were they not a part of the Ooxnraon country? A~d

by whose neglect and premeditated dereliction of duty. were they tinia

.., .. - •.. :. .:“.;r~

thrown bac c upon their own unaided, and even to this late day of
~ .. . .. .. .. . .. ~. ~ ..:::

nearly half a century of unrequited services and pecuniary losses?
~ . . ~ S. . ~.• ~. ~ ~

And was any other portion of the Nation t~ms abandoned. to its fatei

Not; onel But had this been all the east would have made but small
.1’... ..

complaint. The disgraceful injustice, the crying sin the government
— — :..

perpetrated against New England consisted, not merely in leaving them
~-:. ~ . ~ :.. ~:.: .:~

to defend themselves, which they were well able and willing to do, but
-~ ,. .. ..~. .-‘ ..~ ~ . ~. •1

in the further requisition made ixoonthen~ of yiig~ $h

treasury their full eronortion of the public revenues, derived as

w~l1 from the direct taxation at t~at time inr~,osed u~on all the States

of the Union to the a 3unt of nearly the whole regular expenses of
~

the government, as also frrni tue Custom ~iouse duties that were
,.; ... ~

collected from the little com~rce then carried on in the several

Atlantic States — of which flew England then furnished her full s~.are —

besides isying ur~on her the additional burden of protecting her own soil

end defending a c~aritime seaboard of the United States to t e length of

hundred miles — wit scarcely so much as a single sentry or gun

belonging to the nation on the whole line. A trai of history somewhat

similar to L~is may rerhaps be found in the treatment of the Tebrews

by their ouprassors and tas~ctiasters in .gy~t.

The heart and soul of ‘ew -~ngland h~d resolved to relieve itself,

if. nr~cticable, by fair —. honorable and legitkiate means, from so unjust

and diugraceful a bondage. The great mass of the Deoule were desirous

of r~.dopting s~ olan for t~e future conducting of the war, which, w ii
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it snoulct secure a fair and just remuneration to the North, for

their efforts and sacrifices, nhould at the same time be advantageous

and honorable to the whole Country. Such, as I have ali~ays understood

the sub~ect, wan the great loading principle in which the Hartford

convention originated, and which dictated and governed all its deliver—

atione and measures. ~~ ~~ ~

~. 1:iWith this vie they resolved to submit to he federal. goverixnent~.

a proposition, substantially to this effects — mat a~ the New England

States had been required to furnish their full assessed share of the

direct taxation imt~osed upon the Nation during the whole ivar, and bad

thus far aotu~ ily paid it into the U.S. Treasury — and had during the

aar~e period been left to defend their whole line of sea. 00iI3t and

territory against the cozmuon, enemy by their own unassisted and un—

requited military services and pecuniary expenditures — they might be

allowed during the remainder of the contest which seemed to give little

hope of a speedy termination — to collect and. aopropriate the hole

or at least a stioulated suare of the revenue accruing from tao direct

taxation of the No England States towards defraying the great expense

they were co~peUed to incur for the necessary defence of the inhabitants —

their homes —~ and their soil. ~ i~:’ ~

This I eurmose I was the sum and àubstance of that great treasonable

conspiracy ‘~conceived in sian, nearly cansxonated by the clandestine

efforts of a body of Northern traitors (slanderously so called by the

South) hose names had till then stood and, thani~ Godl did still stand

thro life foremast among the beloved able true hearted and unflinbh.

ing patriots and statE~smen of the land ——— This is the tartford C~onvention1

The terrific Th~rt~ern ~ conjured into being fri the fears ~nd
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jealouuy and rancor of the Southern leaders, and iihicb was allowed

to frighten a fe~i ~vea1c minded honest men out of their proorieties —

the whole democracy of the south out of all its senses. ~hus closed

the third year of the war ~bout the lot of Feb. 1815 intellIgence

was received at Washington from our Coinnissioners at Gbent that a

treaty of peace with Gt.Britain had been duly signed. This was truly

a ~oê send. to the Administration The governn~nt might have extected

it but the ~Iation at large was probably not more rejoiced than

prised at the event. The news wan forwarded instantly by expresses to

all parts of the country, and was every where hailed with th most

enthusiastic joy end, de1ig~t. The federalists rejoiced in the event

as the terminaUon of a war, which they thot not only 1.UIflOCeS8p~, but

destructive to the best interestg of the country — and also as reopen

ing the channels of a ‘peaceful at least —. if not a very i,rofitable

— while it would. also Call back the industr~r of the nation

to its accustomed pursuits and. occupations. ~:*~i~

The administration and all the democracy of the land ~rejoieed :~
as they well might that the Pe:.ce t~ad rescued the country from the

utter banicr~.ptcy and ruin, which had. threatened i4—and still more, that

they ‘were thus relieved from Ins responsibility of a war, to the success

ful manager~ut of whic~, ti~y ~iad unequivocally proved t~emeelves incom

petent — and those disastrous effects had. already so nearly overwhelmed

thec in irretrieveablo disgrace. in the exuberance of their joy and

self gratul tion they overlooked, (ignored) the htuniliatin~ fact that

not a wr~ w~s ri~ht~ by tLa treaty, nor the least allis ion made to

any — for tne ostensible redress of waicn, t~s war had been declared.

There was indeed sincere and universal t anks~iving throug-iout the Union
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&~to Cea~e. ~ ~ ~7, ‘Y’~ ~ :-; F:~’ ~ ~

The 22 of l~0b. l~l5, ashingt~’g birthday, was named for the

celebrating the event in Boston — when an the usual demonstrations

on these occasions, such illuminations fireworkg — military

parades — balls and feastings — wore there diu~,layed in great

spiondor and magnificen~~. An occasion like was of course interest—

ing to the sojourners ~t Hadley, who had been with some inmatjence

waiting for an optortnnity of ret~irning home. As goon as peace had

been proclaimed, I took Charles and went to Boston, to be present at

the coming celebration and while tnere initiated some measures for

our return and for resuming am~y business. On recurring to my books

of that date, I find tnat even on that , after peace was pro-.

claimed, I paid ~42$ for a barrel of sugar — probably not less than

20 ots. a pound. I believe that it was in the preceding Dec. that

our house at tne Corner of ~jgh and 5uinmer Ste. had been broken into,

but it would Seem merely for ths purpose of stealing a very valuable

flute, as nothing else was ever missed; the’ there were some slight

narks of an attempt at one of ths closets, which v~’ould have been

boot1ü~~, if it had been successful, as no silver had been left there,

But the thief t~5 tiiid day remains, not only undetected, but even

unsuspected, — for the only persons I kt~ew, w:~o had probably suffi~je~t

Ja~owledge of its locality and who would have been iik~1y to covet

its possession I always believed to be perfectly honest.

Towards the latter p .rt of April we left my mot~er’~ home and

returning to ~os ton, cozn~enced busin~g6 again in a e~afl way, having

previously engaged a man — Jorzn hite of ..atfiold to carrj on my



part of the !adley fax~ The barn and cowbouss wore built this year

by r.ichard. Q~borne and David. Jones, and cost not far from 600 dolls.

cash. 4’oout the 22nd of Sep. we vie ited Eadley a~;ain and while there

experienced, perhaps the moat severe southeasterly storn — the equi—

noctial I ever knew. It proved very destructive in its ravages through

out New rnwl~d. iiany isolated trees and buildings were blown do~n and

destroy-ed, au~i ~aaay acres of large forest tir~ber wore prostrated to the

eartL. “ii our return to Eooton two clays afterwards, there was scarcely

a town thro which we pessed, t..~at did n~t f~.irnish mela~icho1y evidence

of the violence of the tempest. At ~atertown, 7 mile.. fron Boston, the

trees wore all covered, and t~e leaves seared and scort&~ed by the sea

spray w’uich the wind had furiously driven from the harbor of ~ost.~n; and

in t.at place as well as n~any others, chimnies were blown down and much

dao~age Gustaine~. by the shipping. ~ ~ .~

£ho Unitarian. controversy was this year ~~aintained with great heat

and vigor by bet p~ rties the grt~at orthodox guns — Dr. ~orcaster of

Salem — end stewart and ~oods of 4ndover bearing down with aU t.~e~r

force upon poor tnitarianisri while 7’are — Channiug and Thacher nobly

8ust~ined its defence.

T’~i~ year 1E15 was signalized by the great and decisive battle of

Waterloo on the i~th of ~une, wt ich w~s f~lj,wed In about three v~eke

by the complete investrn~mt of Paris by the allied ~ the entire

overthrow of the inperial govarnxrent, and the flight of Napoleon, ~nd

surrender of hii.i~e1f, as a voluntary t~rieoner on board a 2ritish ship

of the line — in preference to falling into tue h~.1r~s of the ~llied

chiefs — the Duke of ‘~ilira:ton and PrInce 3luchor, the Cotz~snder of

the ~‘rasiian forces, thus closing the long ~.nd ~iin~ry war of France
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runnjn~ t~ ro iriore than ~ a~arter of a Century.

~ this psrio~i the coma~erce of E~rops 4zld ~A~erica was fastq
resuming itS usual peaceful relations. i~en bred to the busine~~ and

well es bushed in it, ixight indulge reasonable hopes of succese —

but the untrained desultory B~ipper iuuet now expect as a ratter of

course to pocket more lOC~e~.th~~ gains and the truth of this w~&~ce

fully verified in the busine~~ in whicti I allowed myself to en~age,~

s~.al1 as it was, for ti~e two succeeding years, such being the aspect of

was induced at tno close of the year to accept the off ice

of Cashier of the e$ac~ausettg Banc, wnich had been vLoant since Mr.

‘s eicbezzle~ent and dismissal, its ditiss having been perfor~ned

~e&awhjle by L~r. F~ead, one of the directore~ 2r. ~n. Parsons another

director — whether influenced by a strong feeling of personal friend—

ship, or by a settled ~~ict~ of ~ fitnss~ for tne office

partly by both, was quite desirous th...t i should ta~a it. There is,

in f et, no doubt that thro his influence alone, it was offered to me.

I trust t’iat I duly appreciated his ~indness. It was indeed but ones tho

a ii~arked one — of an uninterrupted series 01 kind and friendly acts —

scwotimes I fear not highly deserved — which began with our early acquaint

ance, and continued fo~’ more than forty years — till his death. But if

Mr. P. did re4fly thiuk me possessed of any qtial~uic~tj~n for the office

beyond coral hon~stj ~.nd fidelity of p~rpoae, he coimiitted almost the

only~ with which I ever knew his judg~’ent to be fairly c~argable.

But r-’L-.et er the choic.e w~s a ju~iicicua one or not, thare can be no doubt

U v:~s •~rcmp ted by t ~ ~rindest feeling po~sib1u towards ~r~yself. And

au Zarah~o fee3ings aad. views so entirely coincided ~ith my own, that

a plan of lif~z, “:‘ich would eoei. to r~ro~isa us a camnetent ~umort in
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Boston, woi~ld be much preferable to falling back u on the ~ad1ey

farm, it is not surprising pornaps, under all tI~o circumstances,

t:.at I concluded that the old maxim applied to poetry, did not

necessarily atrnly to Bank& ~ h~d that ~ ira~ who~ would’ to work in
• •. .‘ . .~

earnest, n~ight ~e hLmc~e1f a passable c~I~ier aitho he could not

lay any possible claim to having been born one — I accepted the office.

““On the 18t’of ‘January i~i6 I became Cashier of the tasnachusett~
Bk:~tf6n1~3~Ossegsion of ita ICeys and Treasures.

directors were friendly and càurteouu, aid elerkeall very civil,

attentive and obliging. r believe there was no c~ange of directors

or Clerk ~fl I remained in the •ffj’ relation wj~h~fl

of them were of the most friendly haracter, ~ I believe wa~re mutually
~“•~“~•‘‘~rsatisfactory. But the change of life was not on the whole pleasant.

was for six days of the week confined to the Bank from 9 to 3 o’clock,
which often ‘brot me to a cold. — and always to a solitary dinner —.

After a hue, the confinez~ent itself became not merely irirso~e, but

positively injurious — my health suffered for the want of exercise —

of which I have needed a great share thro life. ?‘any persons can

obtain all ttie exercise required for their health by a daily walk of

several miles but all such, I imagine, feel an interest in, and

derive a real nleasure from the very fact of locomotion, and beholding

a great variety of objects. Xe is not so with me — I can perform labor

as a duty — I can journey to visit ~y friends, or on business and can

t1m~s eajn the incidental benefit of restorin~ or increasing -~ health ;

but to ride or wal~c for the st~eci Ic nurt~oso or aim of passin” over so

many miles of space and receiving inerefor so many ounces of flesh,
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is a kind of drudgery watch I never could have any heart to

submit to1 and watch if I had done it, could only have defeated.

the very end and object attempted. Of course my health continued.

to decline — I became nervous — irritable — and desponding — till

after a wearisome effort of twenty one months I resigned

~.aa office which neigher physical ener~r tec ~nical education —

a~ppropriate talents, tact or taste ever enabled me properly to fill.

The resignation bad been a £nibject often talked of in my family for

weeks, if not months beforo it took place1 and I had no doubt was

fully expected by ~~ But when I announced it to her aS a fact

accomplished. — the effect upon her was so visible — ir.prossive — and

lasting that I would willingly, if practicable, have withdrawn

my letter to the Directors. But more probably of this in Us proper

.~ ~ ~ ~~ ~

:avin~ thus gone thro with my cashiership, I now resume the

events of 1816;about the last of A’ril I visited ~adley for the

pur~ose of arranging the farm affairs and ma~cing preparation for

building a house etc. John ~bite was again e~iployed, who continued

in charge of the farm for a yoar longer. raving contracted with Rich.

Osborn to build me a house, I was occupied during a part of the time

in laying out the foundations and digging the cellar. I then returned

home and saw nothing more of it till its c~mpletion in }~ov. foflowing.

It ‘vas raised, I tain~, on the 1~th of July 1516 (I find1~ mother’s diary

tfr t it was raised on t~ e 3rd being ednesday, tne orayer made after

sunset) and a prayer w~s m’de at my reçueet on tiat occasion by

brother T~ntington, who had previously removal from iddletown to
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Towards the close of Nov. I took u~’ wife to see what I thou~t

mig~it at a future day become her residence. Tne buildings werozr~’

then about completed, and I then settled up the accounte with

Osborn, giving u~r note according to the original agreetent for the

balano — (about 1500$) payable in the succeeding Atril. But~ ‘~‘i~

whoa the note was paid him be proved himself a knave by abscond ~

tug with t a money, and. cJieating many of the persons wnom he had

employed, out o~ ~nsi~ just dues. I have also even enrtained

strong ounpicions that he defrauded me out of large sums, but bating

no positive evidence of the fact I of course make no direct charge.

Of his disionesty, however, no one had the least doubt. •., ~ •:~.

Previous to our return to I3oston, we instafled. Vrs. x~itchco&

with Charles and ~artha, her children, in their new dwelling; and

my’ wife and r~myself lodged in the southwest obamber the night

preceding our departure, as their guests. The first and the last

time for berl

Sometime about mid eununer, t~me Rev’cL. Mr. Thacher, finding his

health fast failing, was advised to try a voyage to ~urope as a last

resort, and he soon sailed for ~.nglwid, thence again for the Cape of

Good Hope, where he resided during tao winter of l~l7, and after a

long and distressing voye~o in April and May reached ~ng1and again

in June. His ohyl3icia2as tnen sent him to the South of France where

ha arrived in the autul1m and fixing himself at oulines (I bolieve)

lingered out for a few months 1on~er a suffering existence till

some of the first days of Jany (the 2nd.) iSIS, w’~en he thenkfuUy
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yielded up his gentle spirit to his hsaven].y ~ather.-—--- ~e died’~,

said. his servant, ‘alike an angel’~. The last of Aug. 1S16 or early

in Sep. 1 loft the house at the corner of Uigh and S. Street and removed

to that of Mr. ~ben Parsons opposite the now church. ~4~j last residence

had been on the whole mnch the pleasantest, which ~ie had ever occupied

The houee ivas convenient and well acco~mnodated our family, and afforded

a beautiful end uninterrupted view down triro South St. It stood on

hat was then thot to be the Garden Street of Boston in. a very

ag?eeable neighborriood. and from ~.hich, within a distance of about

twelve rods, we could viuit tnree faznilies of our most intimate

relations, those of ~ir. Eben ~m. and G~rham Parsons — an~ what we

deemed still further advantage, it placed us witnin. a two mim~.tes walk

of the church in which we worshiped. Ti~ero was also a chaise house

and barn, and a e ..all garden attached to the promises. Tbsse and

many other untold a mforts and. helpings bestowed by a kind. Providence

upon us were, I trust, in some degree gratefully appreciated. at the

time. But their true worth and. importance even afterwards, ware

sensibly felt by us, in the contrast so distinctly realized in the

coming future. ~ iiad occupied the house four years, from April 1,

l~l2, to April 1, i~i6, un~cr annually renewed leases, from Judge

Phillips. But about this time he had sold the estate to Ralph

T~askins, and I held the occupancy under him for about 5 months, till

Sep. 5, when he took possession of it himself. Thio was by far the

longest occtiati.on of e.ny house in wriiQn we had ever lived, and this

period of time may truly be called the~ d~y.s. of our~

“ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~. -.
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house~eeting. And eYefl Dow, after t’e lao~~e of more than ~4O years —

my memor~ recalls many of the scenes and events of tnat day as old—
:~~:‘

familiar — and welcome acquaintances.
*

~y Family exoenses for 1815 (whion £ have omitted to state at

:~ p~ time) amounted to the very moderate of 207S.92 an
economical expenditurgj “‘hue, I know not for what reason, the

.- ,~‘ ,•. . ...; . .~• ,.

expenses for this year, i~16, rose to the ~ormous sum of 3352.70 ~ I

being the larg~nt expenditure for the family in any year of my bou~e—
‘1: .:_. . ,. . :.

keeping from my earliest carriage down to this present year of grace

1857. ~‘rom the exoerience of the preceding year we had cone ground

for hooing that my salary as Cashier (70”~O $) would nearly, if not

quite, support my family; and that l2rospect. was a strong inducernent to

the acceptance of the office. But sometime before the close of the

current yer, it became sadly a parent that we were far outrunning

our income. ThiS result was, howsver~ La no degree connected with

the farm, for every cziar e and ex~ense in any way a~licab1e to the

farm, was carried to that specific account. I find, however, among

the minu~tes of this year, an analysis of the family expenses, which
.. :

gives the whole in detail, and shows that the subject attracted

particular notice at tx2at ~ but affords no exolanation of the

increased expenditure. In audition to all this, I had during the

year, engaged in five different shipments to Europe, the most of

which, if not all, threatened ma with serious losses. In this diø—

cour~ing state of tijags ‘tie closed t~ out :oing year.

~e co enceuiont of t:.e disastrous ycar — 1817 — found my

family in four months occu ~..tion of r. Eben Parson’s d~el1ing house

,Vr—rcn— -,—r
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w..ere we re~—ained 1~ months longer till the la t of pril. In

this house, on Sunday the 16th day of Marcy, 1~l7, our )4th son

Arthur was born the ninth and last child of his mother, and the

only one who survived her without remembering her. A fair and

healtb~r child — who drained the last precious droDs that flowed

from his mother’s breast. Tn April we took another step on the

downward track, and hired a house in Eliot St. of dam Smith, the

leading truc’anan of Boston. Ti.e house was barely t~aaseble the

greater portion of the neighborhood below that. I had calculated ut~on

our removal on t 1st of !lay and ~n the last ~ieek in April made a

short visit to 1!adley to arrange matters with Charles EitChC~ek about

the fax,zi. During my absence, however, my wife, whe had but just

dis.~ined her nurse, undertook arni accomplished the removal herself,

and on my return to Eoston, I found a new hems in t~liot St. comfort

ably arranged for my receot ion. On this first night of my return, I

had retired orostrate and. exhausted from sickness and fatigue~ and

the fa~41y all c!uiet and still, when I was roused by a loud call from

the street to preside at the moeting of a !‘ilitary Co r~ny for the

choice of officers — to which duty I had been detailed by a soecial

Brigade order of Goal. elles. I pleaded fatigue and physical

inability but all in vain. If the Election was not held and the

return was not signed on that day, the officers to be chosen in that

coro~ would of necessity lose their relative rank as comoared with

others in the Brigade to be elected on the sand day and it ~ now

too late in the night to allow an order to oase its various stages

det 111 ~ another pi-egi mg offi er. I, therefore, ver, reluctantly
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and u~r whole military attire to be donned. After all this prepara

tion I marched forth, and arrived at the Exchange Coffee ~mzee near

St.ate St not far from 11 o’clock and completed the Election before

the clock struek the hour of midz ight. The weeks passed. away, and

t~ fleøh and strength aee~ed to be passing away with them. About

this time the intention of President ~onroe to visit New England was

officially announced, and. w~easures were at once adopted for his

reception in Boston with all the honors due to his off2ojal rank and

station. Orders were issued — (I think from Head Q~uartore) detailing

the Battalion of Cavalry attached to the ~rd ri~ade — (lbS ~oaton 1

let Division of the Massachusetts •1ilitia to aese~b1e at the Southern

termination of Thshington St. — then called Boston Neck — to receive

the President of tue U.S. henever he suould arrive at tnat point end

to eacort him and hi~ suite to hi~ lodgings at the ‘xchange C~ffeo

!!ouse in Boston, throngh certain streets named in the order of

procession as arranged for the occasion. Notice having been accord

ingly received that the President would probably reach the Boston

line on Wad, the 2nd day of July~ at such an hour in the forenoon

the Corps was early on the ground — drawn up in order of reception,

with their ri~nt of flank resting front, guarded by pickets and

sentries. In this position they awaited the President and his

Cortc~e.

At length the roar of the cannon near Roxbury Meeting Pousø

announced t.~e fact that the President was t en passing the ~u~mit

of the il1, and in a few mirniteg he was at the Line — about 12 o’clock.

.::•-~ .~-..~~ ..~



69

1Te halted just loflg enough to receive the cu.stomary Cavalry ~
seconu lute, and three flourishes orunipets, and signified

his readiness to proceed. Tue escort then ~thèeled into ~arch—

ing order of threes, posting a few files on the right and left

flank of the r-reeident’ e carriage, as a guard of honor, and took
• . •

up the line of march — in reversed order the left of the escort

leading the whole thus bringing its commanding officer on its

right, directly in coi~unication with the personage or the

functionary tnis e~cor1od. (I have bean thus particular, because
• . - .~ . •. ..

rnax~y usreons, out of military lifd, and some of those in it, seem

not to understand clearly the true princiule of escort du
•~ ~ ~ ~. .•~-.‘ ~

least it so appears to ~). - .

• ••• .“ .

?~s soon as ti~e President and tr.)se more immediately an so—

elated with hir~i in his journey ‘cr1 opened sufficient Space, the

.~unioipal govcrn.-ent of ~oston, at ti~at time l~ct~eft — and the

various d~put&tions in atteriance — ~ith the invited guests both

civil and military — all in cringes, successively fall into the

procession in his rear. ~fter t ~cm came an im..-enee aena~iblage of

s—)lendid ~rriagos filled with the aristocracy, if I may call any

of the tn~iabitants of t~e plain—., sober — Pepublican Town of Bo~ton —

and t sue were in turn eucoeede~L ~y a vast cavalcade of mounted

citizens — thus closing ~at seemed to t..ie eje, an almost inter

minable line of liv~.ic. ~ad breathing pa~esnt.ry The escort at

length rcac~4 the ~c;:~r~:e~ w:.eeled into line — ~nd after paying

the hc~nor of a passing salute to the Chief Magistrate of the ~Tation —

~s he entered ~J.s lcdings — gore dis~iesed.
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After this eplandid recettion given to the Pree~dent on his

entrance into Bouton, it was concluded further to honor the
I - ...

occasion by a grand military review of the troops, and . ond~r 7th

~of July the day Galected for the purpose. The weather proved

to be Tery fine, tno rather uncornfort~ab1y war~i for field duty, as
.. ~ ~ ~,it usually is at t~.iat season of the year. The Thiz~ars ~raof

eou.rs~ in the field — with the light~ This ~ ~ . -

appearance in a ‘~iilitary cepecity. Jast. 140 years ago t_~ ~, -‘

I c r..nended the Cavalry, at the Prei~identj~1 Review on BO3tQfl

— and contr~but~. Ir~r laet efforts to do honor to what I
r. .i- —.deem to be the most exalted offi~~ ~nyvn to t e ‘~at.tDne of the

Earth — The Presido~y of the ~loricus Unjor~ of the (nlted ~tatee.

. . :- ~. . .~ • . .

(Zuch at lenst wa~ then m~ conyictjo~ — aM full faith — whete~er

be thought of it in l~57) — At the ole e of a

‘eoziiew~at fatij-ujn.~ day’s service, I threw asid.e a uniform which

I had wrn, I irn~st sa7, with some decree of pleasure, if not i,ride,

az~ I trust without d~scredjt to myself or others —for a period ~

ceven years, and b~dea f1n~l farev,oll to all r~y fantastic great—

ness and bl~od1e~s mimicry of war. shortly after this I rc~~

~y co !sgjon~j~d received from the C-m~nder in thief, on the
• .:~..27th of ~eptembor 1S17 ~ an honorable diech~u’ge.

(..~e follo,4n~ para~r~,h shot~..jd •~.ave bg~n inserted in the

account on t~oa S~, bet,eeu the 2nd. end ~rd line from th~ bottom —

after ~‘livin~ an~ ~athin~ n •~e.ntry’~, n.$3 of tc~.in~—)

The ~,u,i1s of the Boston sc.ools ~n~r~e a rnc~t con 1~aou~ —~

~rt of the arran~e~-~nts of the d~. ~ey ~‘ere drawn ~, in tr~

lines, t a boys on one side, and th~ ~rle fooin~ t-~e-~ on the other,
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from the foot of the~OmDOfl at the south east coiner at Boyleton.

St. extending ~p the whole distance to Park St. Church leaving a

wide space between the ranks and numbering about ~4O0O of both

sexes. Between these lines, the whole ‘~3saiOn passed, entering

the avenue fron Boylston ~3t~ — ji~at east of the Burying Ground. The

boys formed the West line, and the girls ~he east one next to the

~a1]. on Colozi~4e ]low. •i~ho GIrls were all o~resseci in white, and each

one wore a red ~nd w.ite rose, to indicate tii~t botn poLitical parties

were wiLted on this octz~eiofl. The ~residen6 was so struck by toi~

di~’play oii tce Cainrion, tat ~e ~tcpped t~e pr000ssiofl to gase at

the eight, it wae doubtless by far tbemost interesting spectacle of

the clay. Prancis recolleots being p:esent. Benjamin hu~seU’s Columbian

Centmel of t.~at period Luraisnee a cie~ai1ed account of the President’ s

reception wi his w~~ole visit~ whicn was said at t~ ti~ t0 h~vs

ao~alled a~ rriunph. ~ ~. ~ ~ ~. ~

‘i~e r~oval o-f ~ family to ~adley, which had frequently been a

subJect of conversation, had now become a q~estion of eario~.s interest.

The few shipments I had made in 1 i6, except one, which had barely

saved it~cif, had. all been closed up with a loss somewhat exceeding

the sum of ~2l00. ThiS year I had. engaged in no biisinesa ~eyoud. that

of the Sank and my family exnonses for the first six moatne had

already amounted ~o 1200 $ — being $200 more ~r~.un I had earned — while

the ertefl$5S of t~e last half of the year would doub;l~ss, as usual,

exceed thc~e of the fir~ some two or three inuidred more. ~etrenckmient

is q~ita~a ta~i1iar topic for discussion, but it seldom happens ~hat

famillo~ or ~i~~.cl&vid.ual~ are very successful in. carrying out its
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its practical results.— In o~r case at least, further efforts

seemed hopeless and removal presented itself father as’a~•~::~ ic~~

necessity than a measure of choice.~~~ •~‘~

I~ was clear that my salary ould not support us in Boston.
o health as evidently failing — and a home— tho at that time

not a very inviting one, was reads for us at Hadley, but one which

would at any rate give us shelter1 without rent charge. About tha

close of August I had therefore, the reluctantly, concluded to

leave Bostou. I have no date to enable me to state the exact time

when I resigned my office, but it was probably early in Sen. and

e were soon after making preDarations for our denart’ore.

‘~r~ ‘~:~iSome time in tne s~mimer Dr. Lyman of Hatfield called unon us.

The conversation turning upon the buildings wnich I had recently

put up at Hadloy - I re~iarked tnat I bad built a house for my wife,

which I hoped might be a happy home for her in her old age. The

words were still passing my lips, when an involuntar~, de~,

thrilled thro my whole frame, which seemed to say in all but

audible language — “Your hopes are blasted. She will never enter

it”——— I state this simply as a fact — without allusion to either

cause or effect — and this is the first and only notice ever taken

of it. Another incident, having however no connection with the

preceding one, is also now fresh in my memory, and which made a

deep impression on my feelings at the time. It occurred probably

on the 2nd or 3rd Sabbath in Sep — nerbaps a fortnight before our

expected removal. The children after breakfast were all dressed

wit’i scruoulous care and neatness, and they all exce~ting Arthur,
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the infant, accom’anied us to meeting at the “Ne South” in 5~mmer St.
~ ..•..~ -~. --: ‘. t-”

CharIe~ — Sarah, ~‘rancis — Marianne and Caroline — a precious little

band — in which, including Arthur, were centered the fondest hopes

and the warmest affections of both Mother and ather. After the
• . ~. . ~- .

morning services, as we we!e walking home through Essex St. my dear

wife remarked to me with a degree of emotion not usual with liar, that
- .~ • . -~ - -.~ .~

she had brought all the children with us that day-, who were able to

attend, as she felt a strong desire that we might all once more go
. . ~-~‘-.‘ ~~

together to the Sanctuary, where we had so long and often worshiped —

and. that she might, for the last time tIms~ publicly- dedioate~anew

to God those, ithom He had kindly given, and time far had gracioasly

spared to her; for it was not probable that, as a family, we should

ever meet there again. ———— - S~e expressed her devout gratitude

that the opportunity had been graiated to her. “Their f~ature rests

with God, and. is hidden from us” — I shared deeply in her sentiments

and feelings. The conversation had been eeri~>us, and the occasion

ought to have resulted in a more tranquil frame of mind — but I

reached home sad and dejected.

- The two following weeks were c~iiefly occu’ied in preparatinn for

our removal; and the last day of Sep. had been na.ed as the day for

Eliot St. I can find no mInutes which will enable me to determine

the day on which my wife had been tasezi sick;, but it was probably

about Vonday the 22nd of Sep. In the midst of all the confusion and

turmoil of ta’-ing down beds, packing trunks — an~ boxing un furni

ture, she was struck down by- a violent tyDhous fever. Surrounded by
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all this un voidable noise and tumult, she iay for several. days

prostrate noon her bed, and for two days at first racked by intense

pain in the head, back and limbs, with a raging fever parching up

her frame; and yet occasionally givIng directions, about the wovk

then in progress. At length the arrangements were completed, and.

on Tuesday the 30th of Sep. wIth mUCn difficulty __ t .1

anxiety on my part, she was placed ma coach, and carried — a very

sick woman — to her .~uiit Theophilus ‘a house in Chauncy Place; where
~ .. •.~ :~.. ~

she was attended and nursed with all the care, tenderness and solici

tude, which love and. affection could possibly bestow. We were now

entering upon Oct. and this was the week, in which we had hoped to

find our family comfortably settled at Hadley. But “Man appoints —

and God disappoints” — a were not to leave Boston so soon, and

one of us never. The three girls were at ~nt Theoph’~, with their

SIck mother. Uncle ~ Parsons invited Charles, Francis and myself

to atay with hIm — end Arthur was sent to ~‘rs. roothrian(s to be

nursed, I t.~ink once or twice daily. The few things we had. still

retained were now shipped for Hartford, and the bills collected

for such articles of furniture as ned been sold. ~here was one

circumstance connected with tni~ sale, which gave me at the time

considerable uneasiness. W5 had a pair of mirrors quite large, for

co~non families at that day, one of which (being the fellow of the

one, whic i has for about itO years occupied tti.e space between the

south windows of the parlor in which I am now writing) it as thought

bost to sell, as there was no room for it in this hcu~o, as it was

at first built. The xr~asure itself was reasonable and prooer — but
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the idea forced itself on my mind that it was but a presage of

the sundering of a Union of far deeper interest and character.

The depressed state of my feelings doubtless greatly fostered

such impressions. But however foolish and. simple the idea might

be, it had not been reasoned into my mind and. I could. not entirely

reason it out. The disease of my wife had now settled down into

a regular fever, and we had only to watch from day to day, its

gradual progress — and Lull often in the silence and gloom of

c:midnight were counted in anxious ausnense — — — — -~ ~
The tedious hours that sloiily crept away ~ ~~

~ ~iU “on the weary night dawned wearier day.”

At length towards the middle of Oct. the fever relaxed its grasp, and

more favorable symptoms encouraged o~ir hopes. About the 15th a

youmg woman, Mary B. Spear — was engaged as a wet nurse for Arthur-

and they both, at Uncle and Aunt William’s toolcup their abode in

his family till we left Boston. ~‘or a week Sarah was evidently

better — ~he was regaining both her appetite and strength — tho

slowly — and on Sat, the 18th the Doctor thought she was so far

improved that I might safely ~iave her, and go to Hadley, where my

presence was then vary much needed. Accordingly on M0nday the 20th

in the morning, 1 commenced my journey with Charles and Fiancis for

my companions. I had seen my wife at an early hour in the morning —

had found her a’oprently very comfortable — and had parted with her —

still on a sick bed — yet with encouraging hopes of her speedy

recovery. But I had. parted with her for the la8t time.

I~ was fine Oct. weather and we accomplished our journey with-’
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out accident, and arrived at what I could only call my ~ home,
r •on Tuesday about dark. But the journey had been to me anything but

pleasant — it had Indeed been sad and OpD;essjy~

impending evil was Pressing me down thro both days — and the burden

seemed to be no lighter o~ the third. I was then, however, spoor

downcast Hyoochondrjac, and lt~hese de~re~sj~~ feeli~g~ were
,..~ • .S~ .~ ~. ~ .. ~naturally to be expected,

• . . .. . ~_ ..~ ,. •.. 4 ‘,.,.ç .~

The next morning, Thursday the 23rd, as I was standing at the

North door in the washroom about seven o’clock a stranger on horse-.
z ~ ~ -~ ~back rode up to ;he door and gave me a let~ter. Ag I took it, the blood

: .

curdled at my heart — and I seemed ~inkin~ to the floor. But God sus

tained. me “My wife isdeadV~ “Yes sir” was the reply. ~‘~Th~n diä you

leave Boston?”~ “Yesterday at one o’clock afternoon”. He de~1j~~

rest and refreg12u~it here and returned to Benj. Smith’g~ taver~i.E

At half past 10 6harles, Francis and m~self were on our wa, to

Boston where we afl arrived at the same hour on Frjd~r i’~iding (with

several relays of stages from Brookfield) a great part of the night.

Brother Huntington and I think ?dward followed us in t~ ~ftern~o~ot~5

and reached there ~rIday evening. The 1ett~trs wich I had received

by the express on Thursday were from Dr. Rand and. r.

The first was dated at U o’clock ~ed. forenoon, and gave an account

of my wife’s condition till that hour. On ~‘onday she had been con

siderably agitated, but on Tuesday her aunt t~iought she looked better

than she had seen her at aiy time before, and had p2soed a good night.

She sat up in bed to eat her breakfast — but before s1~ finished it, wag

siezed with a violent ST~aSm in the right groin whIch brought on severe
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pain. He ~r1sitedher three times during the day, and his prescrip—

~ tion~ having all operated kindly, she appeared in the evening much

relieved, and exhibited no remaining external symptoms of the

morning’s attack except a soreness of the parts. Her night, how-.

as restless and about 3 in the morning ~he was siezed ith
ti~ca spasmodic attack of the heart, which Wag soon succeeded by a
t~:.djffjou1ty of breathing — and at laat by cold sweat, which betokened

a speedy dissolution. 1Vheu he closed his letter, she wag rapidly

sinking — but in the full possession of her reason ————--— The

other Wa5 a very affectionate and sympathizing letter from Uncle

William dated at one o’clock Oct. 22 informing me that DOur dear —

dear i’s. phelps has left us one hour since — she died without a

groan or a sigh”~——--_-.—_~~~. z ~
I beli,eve that Aunt Theoph has told me that on Monday forea~on

it had been arranged that Sarah should have taken a short ride —

but that when the hour came ~he tho’t herself u~ab1e to make the

effort. ~~ ~ ~J : ~> ~ ~ ~

(The above mentioned letters are ~n file with many others, in

my secretary) .‘r. William Parsons had relieved me from the task of

making all the necessary pretarations for the funer~1, and it

ac~ordingly took place on Sat. the 25th of Oct. 1817 from the house

of Aunt Theophilus Parsons in Chaujicy Place. It was the home in

hic~ of all others my wife would have wished to die, if, as in ~

this case, she ~i~ht have died away from her own —-—. ~ter body

was placed in her Uncle F~ben Parsons’ tomb in the “Common Burying

Ground” by t~e side of her father and our three deceased children.
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On the nest day,— Simday — President Kirkland preached an occasional

discourse from James lith, 13th-and ilith verOe~, which tho’t to be of

very pertinent an~lioation. i ~:1’~ ‘~L b~i t~;2~’~); bu-~, .d~ ~i

We had now accomplished. the work which bad been left us to do in

Boeto; and on wed. the 29th our cousin Charlotte Parsons and the huree

(botn of whom passed the winter in Hadley) together with myself, and

those whom a kind as well as righteous Providence had left to me, took

our final departure — as a fanily — from Boston, and on Friday the 31st

of Oct. arrived without accident at Brother Huntington’s for the night.

My mother who was then quite feeble and helpless sat at the supper

table with us for the last time. She was greatly affected at our

arrival and. died the 11th of 1~ov. ~—-.‘~ ~-r ~ ~i, :‘~.

On Saturday the let of Nov. 1S17 we took joint possession with my

sister Hitchcock, of our new — sad — and disc~nuo1ate home — which thro

God’s kind providence and blessing has been my resting place for almost

~4O years of my long life and which has proved to have been a much happier

home than I ever expected, and most certainly a far far better one than

I ever deserved. ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~‘

Raring thus brought down such personal reminiscences, as I could

readily wake from their long slumber, from my first acquaintance with

that lovely and beloved woman, born it had been my privilege — my pride —

and my ba~pinese to call ~ wife~ — to that sad and. mournful event,

which dissolved forever our earthly connezion — a connexion of unfaltering

love and unint.erruoted harmony through the whole period of our wedded.

life;—— I cannot lay aside my pen without sketching a brief memorial

of her worth and excellence.
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To ea~r that her figure was perfectly symmetrical, that her walk

was dignified and graceful — her mr~nners bland and easy — and her

face more than attractive, would all be true; but would, add nothing
• • ••~ ~ ‘..~ •:;~~ .:“.-::~

to her intrinsic merits. Yet a few additional ‘carticulars may not

be wholly irrelevant or uninteresting. Her person Was of full.aver—
~ ..~• .::•.~ “:.:.; .‘..~ ?: ~ ~~ ~

age height, and at the ago of seventeen, much inclined to corpulen~’ —

•.~: . ..:~ ‘.i ‘. ~_ :~‘~ ‘.‘~

but at twenty was a model of female form and proportion. ITer corn..

prdclear —~ith a slight rose;

her eyes were grey, rather mild than piercing, and the combined

,.

exnrsssiozA of hcr countenance indicating at once the soundness of

her imderst~iding, and the tenderness of her heart. tier intellectual
... . . . ~ • -•~‘•-.

powers were strong and vigorous, tho’ as has been before stated, not

highly cultivated — her lot thro life having been chiefly cast among

her near relations, ~nany of whom possessed distinguished talents, but
.. .• . -. • ‘ - ~ ~.— •;~:: .‘,~‘ :.,t

none of them mingling much in the fashionable walks of Society. Indeed

her connexiom~all belonged to what were then called country towns,

tifl she had become several years of age. )lany of them were devout

christians — and. she had been trained to a conscientious discharge of

every social and religious obligation. A~ her disposition and tewpera—

ment were unusually gentle and conciliatory, her deportment. was of

course never obtrusive, but rather retiring; and among her friends in

the social circle, ~ha was always welcomed as a favorite comPanion.

Her passioia and affections were ever in harmonious action, and seemed

to be always subjected to the entire command of her ill. I never s

her axi~i~ — and. I never Z~iew her fond. She united herself with the

~Tew South Church in Boston, then under J. T. kirkland’s care, I believe

early in the year 1~O1 — (of which I had been a rie’vber frc~ the let of
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... ~
• J~n~-. 17;g)—— ft need not be rocDr.J3d that e~e was a dutiful and

- ~

affectionate daughter, both to her p3reuts by narria€e, (ado tion?)

as well as to her natural father; a disereet, t’ o devoted rot.r~er to

liar children and a kind and considerate mistress to all under’

her charge. Residing for rnany years in t~e family, and under the

eye and direction of her I~unt ~1ieoph~lus ?arsons ~he was fully
:~ .~. •~ ‘::“‘:.----- ~- .. .

instructed ~n all the duties of dornestic life and ~erfectly conveYs—

. .. ..••..

ant with all its details. Jjoj~, indeed, with its cares its inter—

sets — and. its joys was the element in which she found her highest
gratification and d&Lipht. The poor shared her bounty, the sick and

- the sorrowful Lier eyrnpath~- ~nd aid. ~nd in all the varied scenes

and relations of lIfe, i-i which Providence called her to act,it was

bar earnest de~,ire and her unceasing endeavor to iischarge every duty

with ec~u~nulous fidelity, ~d as one who expected t~ render an account.

-~‘ ~‘‘- ~ — ° •~~i •‘‘ -.;:~~-:

At the bottom of the 70th page (middle of page 6~ tyt~iiag) allu.aing was

made to the effo~t produced upon my wifo by the anno cement of e~y

actual rcsi~nation of the off~co of Cashier. The foflo~’ring observations

are now added af~ a marginal note to the reference there made.
- ~0n hearing the statei~.ant she otood for some moments silent ~x~d

motionless. — Being informed that ~r. Payson was to be my

She remarked that there was at least one nerson Mrs. Pa.yson who

would rejoice at my resi~nation. And fYoica that moment, I h’~ve no

recollection that she ever opened bar lips on the subject. Sn~ rarely

indeed, if ever, alludei to Hadley as ner future residen~o; and her

attention w s now mainly o~cuoisd, a~ it vary ~re~nerly should be, with
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then be charged with entertaining any undue hopes of hap~ine~ from

a country life nor with oven a desire to try the ext~eriment any

farther than necessity demanded. All oar predilectj,ns were in truth

concentrated in the boundaries of Bo~t~n. ~ ~ ~ ‘~•~

~om our earliest acouaintance, she had. al ri,.ys rranifo~ted a cheor~-~

ful and boyaxit acQuiescence in every present condition, and bright and

hopeful anticipations for the futuà”e. 3ut a visible c}~an~e see’ted now

to have passed over her aspect and feelings, There ws’~ no failnre in

duty, nor any relaxation of effort, but there seered to be little inter-.

eat, and still less “leasure, i’~anifested in its p~rfor~inc,. She was

sad and discouraged, and anpe~rs~ an if thought her taoc niarly ended,

and that her only aim and ~urpos€ shoUld, thenceforth be t’ di iarge the

few remaining duties of life wIth scr-troulous fidelity, and c~. c~J.m an~

humble resignation t~ the Divine Will. ~

The same air of deiection and hopelessness c~tteMed 1’ier during the

whole course of her si ess; and fr~ her first attack, I vc~ry rnuch

doubt if she ever for a t~’ment entert&ined any real e~oectation of recovery,

Thia dosponding anorehen~icin however was never exoresse.,, in t ~e ian~uage

of her lips — but her daily looks and actions s~oke a le,i~ th~t no

attentive observer could fail to understand. I oercel.ve th t I h~v~

sketched a somewhat gloormj “~icture. A morbid inagination may po~Ibly

have given to some of it tr’o d~rfr a shade; but th~ im~ression ~da nearly

1k) years ago by the sad realitIes, which I then s~w and felt, is ~tili

mucn too deep to allow th, pencil to be di’r,ed. in r.ucn brighter colors.
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I~aving mentioned at the foot of the 87th page (middle of page 78 in

typing) the death of my mother, which followed that of my wife in

such quick wucceseion, that it might well be called the concluding

scene of the drama, I now subjoin a short notice of her fwnily. and

character, as a fitting close of these iutperfect and desultory

recollections of bygone years.

L~’ ~ ~ ~ ~

2~.

~lizabeth (Porter) Pnelps — my ux~ther — was a direct lineal

d.escendarit of Samo.el Porter, one of the original ~roprietore and. first

settlers of Hadley; and. his descendants have composed many of the leading

families of the town during the last two oe~ituries. The first Samuel —

the settler — arrived. in Hadley near the close of the year 1659. The

second Samuel was born in the following April, and was the first male

child born in the town of ~uropean parentage. The third Ssr~uel was born

in 1685. (He had a brother born in 169S, tie first Eleazer). The fourth

Samuel was born in 1709. R~ had a younger brother Voses - born in 1721.

The three Samu.els last named were, I believe, each of them the first

born child of their parents. I.y mother was the only child of roses.

S~e was born :Tov. 15th l(~47 — old style - and. was married to Chr~rles

Phelps of Sadley June l~4, 1770. (In her diar:j she says she cave hand to

Ch~r1es ~‘he1ps a few m~mente before k o’clock — Polly Dorter and Dorothy

bridear.~.aids — 30 couplas at the wedding.) This connexion, I bolievo,

was thought by the Porter families of that day as so’r2what beneath her

raxik and standing. But it proved. to be a very fort.uiate and. haopy union

for both arties.



Among other gr l~s~ approheneion~ it was fesred that he wo’ud’ ~

squander her eatats; but it w~s managed by him with great ~rence~~

jud~nent and foresight; and at his death, he had greatly increased

the number of its acres — besides having vastly enhanced the

intrinsic value of t~e original property. My mother was said. t~

have been comely in person, tho of less than the average height, ~

and in later life somew~at inclined to a full’ fi~ure — tlio ~dt ~

oorpulent~’ ~ ~ -‘~Ii.~ ~‘:~‘ ~nd ‘o~ld ~ ~

?or many years before her c~oath, she suffered much from 5hørt~~g~

of breath, and was freqaeatly quite feeble and dise-2sed — though not

often confined to her houss. Ear mental powe~ were good and well’
adjusted, but not remarkable for strength or brilliancy. In mixed

society she was cautious ~ guarded in l’er conversation, and I never

heard her sneak evil of sn~, one. The law of kindness dwelt always upon

her lips. ?~ith etrc,ngers she ~as rather reserved and silent, but

aznong~ her friends ~nd fa~ilj-r -c aint~nDe s~e was free and commu,nj—

cative, and re~Aj to sustain her s ~re of the conversation. She as a

most inaefatigable rezder, and at s~n~ oeriod.s of her life, frecuently

allowed th~ eveuin~ to run f”r to,urrg the ~iorning before she laid. aside

her boo’.ke Fer readin,~ e~b~~acod almost ~ll snbjects, but was directed

more especially to n~vele — bettor l~tters — and ~iS-~eolog,y. Her religion

wag deep ~~sted in the 1’eart, ~nd was rigIdly C~lvini~tj0, as was then

the prevailing cr~d of ~1l Nev !n~,l2nd. ~om the early im,ressjons of j~

childhood — dorivei most ‘Drobably from her tsaohjn~s — I think she must

have viewed the po-~er and so~rei~nty of ‘~-O7) as overshadowing all hi~

attributes of Love ~ ~ercy. The earliest idea t~t I re-’enher to



have forired of ‘~od in my chilc1h~od and Youth, re-oresented him as

a being of human form — of large dim~ensions sitting on his throne —

clothed with terrific Dower — an~r~y with all his creatures and.

threatening vengeance end dest~uction uoon the whole guilty and.

rebellious race of ‘~dcr.
~

These cI’aractoristlcs were u~t indeed, all regularly drawn out

in d~etail in my youthful mind; but t~ one dread image that rose

to my view was — an ~1l -oowerful, an-~ry - and World. hating God.

A~d yet this was the Being requ~rod to love — a Being wh~, with

such conceptions as I could then form of him, I could not possibly

regard except in the light of an enemy, who was ready -with unlifted

arm to crusr~ and destroy me, Indeed such is the image, which even

to this d~ is very ant to rise spontaneously in my z~aind, when the

thought of God presents itself. The reasoning faculty may do much

to produce t~a and correct results &t last, but r have to tbi~

da; found it inr’ossible wholly to obliterate thG deep impressIon

made upon me by the teachiigs, feelings, and associations of my

early youth. And even now, when standing on the verge of life, a

cloud of doubt and de~ondency oftea settles down on tae mental

vision — and almost for the tine, extinguishes every hope that the

Gospel would insolre.——— But perhaps all t’ is ay be only the

natural working of the carnal and. unrenewed heart. -

I~t the effe~t however u-~oa myself have been w~at it may, I

bays no doubt t..c.t s~aie of ~loom often overioread the usually

br1~ht and c~eer~’i~ oroo~cts of r~j mother’s religious exoerience.

~er vis~s of relI-~lon I t~-iin~ .a~ui becoLe in some degree modi—


